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A Historical Review of Sociological Research on Media
Representations of Intimate Relationships between Women

KAMIMURA Taro

This paper organizes and evaluates sociological research on media representations of intimate
relationships between women and provides insights for future research. The academic discussion
originated with the reevaluation of girls’ novels in literary studies in the 1980s. Building on this foundation,
sociological research has examined how “Shojo” is constructed through media for young women and how
media discourses have shaped the concept of “female homosexuality.” However, as these studies often
focus on historical perspectives, these remained room for further study after the 1970s. Meanwhile,
literary studies, through the development of “gender criticism”, have contributed significant insights into
representations of female intimacy across various media. Despite this progress, such discussions
frequently lack a thorough analysis of the historical and social contexts underlying these portrayals. By
integrating findings from gender criticism into an interdisciplinary approach, this paper highlights the
importance of examining the sociohistorical dynamics that shape media representations, thereby

deepening our understanding of role of the media in maintaining or disrupting gender order.
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