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I first had the opportunity to meet Professor Masaharu
Motokawa at Vietnam National University of Forestry (VNUF)
in 2022 and later Professor Kanto Nishikawa. During these
meetings, we discussed potential collaborations in research,
graduate training, and academic exchange between VNUF and
Kyoto University.

Building on these initial discussions, we have since
organized two academic seminars at VNUF, creating valuable
opportunities for scientific exchange and strengthening
institutional ties between our universities. Through this
collaboration, one faculty member and one master student
from VNUF have been supported to pursue doctoral studies
at Kyoto University under the supervision of Professor Kanto
Nishikawa in 2023.

I was honored to be invited as an International Visiting
Researcher at the Kyoto University Museum from 28 October
to 10 November 2024. During my stay, I had the opportunity
to examine museum collections, study preserved specimens,
and interact with researchers and curators at the Museum. |
also presented my research at the 63rd Annual Meeting of
the Herpetological Society of Japan, held at the University of
Hyogo, and delivered a seminar at the Nishikawa Laboratory,
Kyoto University.

As part of our academic exchange activities, we jointly

organized a seminar entitled “Speciation by Geographic

INTRODUCTION

MBEBMELIS—COMERRRE

Isolation” on 18 March 2025 at VNUF. The seminar
introduced concepts and recent advances in evolutionary
biology and speciation research to faculty members,
researchers, and graduate students. A second seminar was
organized on 18 March 2026 on “How to study species
diversity of vertebrates”, focusing on field survey techniques,
specimen collection, biodiversity assessment, and modern
approaches used in vertebrate research and conservation.

To further strengthen our partnership, I am currently serving
as a Visiting Professor at the Kyoto University Museum from
April to September 2026. During my stay, I have been actively
involved in a variety of academic activities, including research
seminars, scientific discussions with faculty members,
researchers, and students, and collaborative research on
the topic “Biogeography and Evolution of Amphibians and
Reptiles in Asia.”

These collaborative activities have significantly enhanced
academic exchange, research capacity, and graduate training
between Kyoto University and Vietnam National University
of Forestry. More importantly, they have established a strong
foundation for long-term scientific cooperation between Japan
and Vietnam in the fields of biodiversity, evolution, and nature

conservation.

(R Fes faVIEA

LUU, Vinh Quang)
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