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Summary

Plays were popular as pleasure reading, much like novels, at the end of the Taisho era. This the-
sis discusses two plays from this period by Jun'ichiro Tanizaki, Aisurebakoso (1922) and Okuni
to Gohei (1922). During this period, many novelists wrote plays, but their works have been
described in general as “novelistic” and have been little valued as dramatic literary works. In
Aisurebakoso and Okuni to Gohei, the characters engage in back-and-forth discussions featuring
long lines of dialogue, without moving around. Therefore, when staging these plays, it has been
considered preferable to incorporate movements for the characters and to shorten their lines.
This paper takes the lengthy lines to be a feature of plays intended primarily to be read rather
than performed. Structurally, the lines in Tanizaki's plays considered here include expressions
that explain who is talking to whom, and each line repeats some expression included in the
preceding line. Although these expressions are excessive and unnecessary simply to convey the
dialogue between characters, they enable the lines to create continuity in a way that would not be
possible with normal dramatic dialogue only.

Keywords : Play, Lesedrama, novel, Jun'ichiro Tanizaki, lines
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