[P9rs 7 ¥ 7 Wi%E] No. 91, 2020

I—H K- NnN—VERELTD [2EH]

Muntakhab al-tawarikh as a Historical Source of the Khanate of Khogand
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Abstract This paper discusses the character and the value of Muntakhab al-tawarikh written in Persian
by Muhammad Hakim Khan in 1259 A. H. (1843 C.E.) as a historical source of the Khanate of Khogand,
which, being sometimes categorized as a private memoir or an autobiography of the author, had not been
evaluated appropriately, because of the author’s utter hostility towards his cousin and the ruler at the
time, Muhammad ‘Ali Khan, who exiled him abroad.

He was one of the descendants of Ishag Wali Khan, the son of Makhdium-i A‘zam, the prominent
master of Nagshbandiyya in the 16th century. His clan migrated to the Ferghana Valley in the first half of
the 18th century and, through establishing a kinship with the khans of Khogand, held high-ranking
religious positions in the administration. It was not only because he was the son of a khan's daughter, but
also because his family history was parallel to that of the khanate that he had sufficient information and
motivation to write the history of Khogand. Another motivating factor behind him writing this material
was that he had the invaluable experience of meeting with the rulers of many countries and regions
during his pilgrimage to Mecca after being exiled by Muhammad ‘Ali Khan.

Muntakhab al-tawarikh is a “selected” history as is shown in the title. The author copied the
description from Nafa'is al-funun fi ‘arayis al- ‘wyun almost verbatim to edit the first part of the history,
from the beginning, including the preface, to the seventh part of the fifth chapter. Similarly, he referred to
Ta’rikh-1 Raqimi, Ta'rikh-1 Muqim khani, and some unknown historical materials to edit the histories of
the Timurid, Mughals, Shibanid, and Ashtarkhanid dynasties. The histories of the Manqits of Bukhara
and Mings of Khogand are the original information based on the oral history accounts of persons close to
him who were involved in the events. So, the purpose of his writing needs to be examined not based on
the preface but on the contents of this original part.

Muhammad Hakim khan edited his selected history in 1258 A.H. (12th February 1842 to 3lst
January 1843 C. E.), the year when Muhammad ‘Ali Khan was killed by Amir Nasr Allah of Bukhara and
Khogand was annexed by the Amirate of Bukhara. That is why the author started to describe the
beginning of the history of the Khanate of Khogand using the past tense, as if referring to a fallen dynasty.
The essential reason behind the harsh criticism of Muhammad ‘Ali Khan was that the author attributed
the cause of the destruction of the Khanate to him. So, the purpose of the writing must have been to
overview the entire history of the ruined Khanate of Khogand.

Thus, as the original and vivid description that had received consistent recognition from the
perspective of religious values, followed with the account of an amazing pilgrimage, gained the
appreciation of readers, many copies of the manuscript were made and it was even translated into
Chaghatay Turkic.

Keywords Muntakhab al-tawarikh ([3#%]), the Khanate of Khogand (Z—%# > F - /"— Y [E), the
Amirate of Bukhara (7 /VF - 7 2 — )VE), the Ferghana Valley (7 = )V % J %),
Nagshbandiyya (-7 ¥ 2Ny 74 —7%)
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