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Hiroshi Kumagai : Farmland Use and Farmland Conservation in California Analysis
1 — the Existing Condition and the Issues California leads the nation in the value and
diversity of farm production, as well as in population growth and urbanization. Land use conflicts
are inherent in the interaction of these two trends. The development needed to accommodate the
more than 660,000 new residents arriving in the state each year comes inevitably at the expense
of productive farmland. Popular opinion in California deplores the continued conversion of farm-
land.

Due to public responses to population growth and land conservation after World War I,
state and local governments (county governments and city governments) in California have in
place a variety of policies intended to protect farmland and have implemented them. Of course, a
fundamental ambiguity concerning the purpose of government action to preserve farmland is
sometimes evident in these land use policies and practices of state and local governments. Is it
environmental? Or is it economic? Despite this fact, the effects of these public efforts are rated
highly.

In addition to such public efforts, control over farmland use is in the hand of farmland trusts
in California. Farmland trusts are private organizations. The primary focus of these organization
is on protecting farmland, and their governing board includes a strong representation-from farm-
ers.

The objectives of this paper are the followings.

(1) To analyse changes over time in the statewide and regional supply of productive farmland in

California.

(2) To analyse state and local government efforts to protect farmland and their effects in

California.

(3) To analyse in outline farmland trust action and their effects in California.

Particular emphasis is placed on the situation in the Central valley, the state’s premier crop-
growing region.

These analyses will give very useful informations to central government, local governments
and the parties concerned suffering from the continued conversion of farmland to urban used in
urbanizing areas in Japan.
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