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The “Transwar” Patterns of Life and the Impact on Forming Postwar
Stratification System: Analysis of Social Stratification and Mobility
Survey Data

IWAI Hachiro

This paper aims to explore the “transwar” patterns of men’s careers from prewar through wartime to the
postwar period, focusing on differences according to educational strata and birth cohorts, and to discuss
the influences of wartime mobilization on forming the postwar stratification system. Analyzing the
integrated data of 1955, 1965, and 1975 Social Stratification and Mobility surveys revealed the
following results: from wartime to the postwar period, the 1911—15 and 1916—20 birth cohorts tended
to switch workplaces more often. Highly educated men in those birth cohorts were likely to find better
jobs in manufacturing industry in the postwar period after switching workplaces. The patterns of
occupational shifts were different according to educational strata; as a result of workplace shifts, prewar
elementary school graduates tended to have farming or manual jobs, and graduates of prewar higher
education tended to have white-collar jobs. Prewar secondary school graduates showed more fluid
patterns; the ratio of white-collar jobs increased gradually in the postwar period. These results suggested
that the postwar stratification system was formed as a result of frequent workplace shifts from wartime
to the postwar period, and that barriers between educational strata were much less rigid than in the

prewar period.
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