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The Structure and Culture of Girls' High School Alumnae
Group:An Analysis of Kyoto Daiichi Girls' High School
Graduates Research Data

NUKITA Yuko

This paper attempts to clarify the feature of a girls' high school culture and its
functions in forming an alumnae group after graduation. From the analysis of school
day activities(1929--1943), three cultural orientations were found that could be named
"studious culture,” "sports culture" and "artistic culture." They have importantly
influenced how students would belong in different ways to an alumnae group after
graduation. Identities as graduates of an elite girls' school consist of several elements,
but the most important one is "studious culture orientation.” The more actively students
took part in a formal curriculum, the stronger their identities as graduates are now.
But it has little influence on their joining in class reunions. “Artistic culture
orientation” and "sports culture orientation" not at the center of a school curriculum
motivate graduates to be present at class reunions. Especially “"artistic culture
orientation” makes bonds of friendship among alumnae stronger because it gives them
a sense of sharing embodied cultural taste. "Artistic culture orientation" is also
characteristic of graduates from a higher social strata. Those who have strong "artistic
culture orientation" lead the alumnae group whether they have strong identity as
graduates or not.
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