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For several years now, I have chaired a committee for
foreign student affairs in the school of electrical engineering,
and worked as a committee member of “Japanese Language
and Culture” for two years. In addition, I have had more than
fifteen foreign students and scholars from ten different coun-
tries in my group. Now, three foreign students are under my
supervision. Based on various experiences, I would like to ex-
plain how I became involved in such affairs, and what
thoughts I have had on accepting foreign students. Though I
worked as a visiting associate professor teaching a course on
the Physics of Semiconductor Devices in North Carolina State
University in the U.S.A. from 1976-1977, I never experienced
life as a foreign exchange student.

In the early seventies, the entrance examination system
for foreign students was not yet established for graduate
courses in the school of electrical engineering. At that time, I
was asked to take care of a candidate of a university from an
Asian country. He was selected as a representative of his coun-
try. I asked many professors to establish an entrance examina-
tion system, but no one did. Eventually, this student spent two
years as a research student doing good research and even sub-
mitting a paper to an academic journal. Considering his situ-
ation, present foreign students have it better since there is now
an entrance examination for each department; at least they can
take one.

In the early eighties, I got a letter from a foreign student
who wanted to study semiconductors in my group. He spoke
excellent Japanese owing to his enthusiasm to learn the lan-
guage. After I sent him an official letter of invitation, he wrote
another letter saying that he could buy my textbook in his
country. He was quite pleased with this purchase, even though
it was in Japanese. He finished his Master’s and Doctoral
courses in Japanese, did very good research work and got a
Ph.D. He now works in an American company. From this ex-
perience, I think that the study of the Japanese language is of
the utmost importance. Of course, even though a student
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cannot speak Japanese fluently, he is capable of doing good re-
search with adequate English on the Ph.D. level.

In the International Course, I accepted two post-doctoral
research fellows from Argentine and Australia. Both men
worked hard and contributed in research activities. One had
been very eager to learn Japanese and memorized more than
2,000 characters to pass the second level (nikyu) authorized
Japanese test. He now works in a research center in Japan. The
other was not eager to learn Japanese partly due to the fact
that he came from a country where Chinese characters were
used and could understand written Japanese. He now works in
Australia.

I have offered to teach a course in “New Engineering Ma-
terials, Advanced” in English for several years in the Faculty
of Engineering. Foreign students do not ask questions in this
class just as ordinary Japanese students do not. This may be
due to the fact that almost all of the other classes are given in
Japanese and Japanese students are not used to being taught in
English. I was asked to teach a similar course in Stanford
Japan Center for a couple of years, and was excited by many
questions asked during class. I teach both classes the same
way, so the difference may lie in the students’ educational
background.

I would like to mention the following problems in accept-
ing foreign students. Firstly, a lack of scholarships and expen-
sive lodging are the biggest problems which we, members of
the teaching staff, cannot solve. Secondly, in undergraduate
courses, the final examination seems too difficult for foreign
students. The success rate of this test is approximately 20% for
my courses. I do not know whether the difficulty lies in the
examination contents, or in the student’s ability to understand
Japanese. Thirdly, students have a difficult time finding jobs
after graduation even though they want to work in Japan. The
situation is changing of course, but very slowly.

For young foreign students studying in Japan, it is neces-
sary that they recognize that there exists a Japanese way of
thinking and decision making. These factors along with a
knowledge of the Japanese language and culture would help
them make a good contribution while here. On the other hand,
Japanese students benefit from contact with foreign students
who constantly challenge themselves in their studies. This has
had an impact on Japanese students. From these past experi-
ences, I wish to continue my effort to supervise foreign
students.



| TEHHERBY

74— —I—KF

M B & X
PSS B

TR AT L LR S

2

Td—F—V—RKFIZ, BFIEEDOF 5 ) FMICDH
D, by M2 5EMAI00kmICfiEST 57 4+ — & —
NV—THIZH %o FAEKIZ2000%4 & KA, HF S EIED
WERFDLDTH B, LFH, B, BFHn L 65
bR, ZOHRIIZERESE (Environmental Studies)
D& IR TR SNz = — 7 8 b A
T 5o 19574FF% ., WEAE THIAORELE %238 2 72 el L
WKETHAD, I VEa—y—F L2 (e
7 N Maple FORETHSA) 2l Lo, BER T HL
&L 7RI R B B TS D & WV ERIG % £
TWb, REFBIZIE, KRED O ONFERSSICET 5 A Y
N —N=3RD720, % DITMEEDORERLT VI
7Y MEENPTHL TS, Fy 8, RICBENT
L L L DDIE KT, WFZE M O 22 d5ci 70 BREE NI &
TWab,

FRFEOTHEIRIT A+ ¥ ik TiE->TB 0., fLEE,
B, BR. B, YATLATHEA Y AT AL MR
DEFEREFHELTVDL, T4 —F—Ib—RELFHX, B
Bhongds s (a=7 9 o/usss) Lvjar=—
JRFIEE 70T LB AL, RERMETHET TN
Bo T, FEENEET TIBEEE (Frv AW
THEITHH) OuBIRESY (V-7 45 —24) 23%H
IZREER L, EHATH 2k BB EREE L 2L
BETXLWI LI > TWS, ZOHFRIE, FAEITd L
DI KRBT, B F T OMREICDILAD DD
Hbo Flo, EEHICO EDOTREBTHY, HAD
faRAY, 75V, A=A bF) T, BE, ¥ HR-
NVEORFEE DB TIRBEIFEINTB Y, BELED
FAEMBEORKFETER—F, THOEMN L DR F
EEZIFANTV D,

TEHOFTHDEEbIZ— T RDON, VAT LT
1V TERCTH L, TOFRNIE - BE - HATCHT 5
RIRE O fE P I STAT A 2 T 0 A T 7 < HESHERY, AMIRY
MED GO AT LT 70 —FBUETH D & DL

G —B——KEE ¢ L NARE (%

April 1998

Bho, FEBM RS EEAEL TS, BN, ~
2T LB, Y Ial—var, B - MR, 5y —
VERER. ANTHmgE, oy P, AR - BRI 4
BIFZATL, V7 b T, el bs, JEE ICIEIL W E
BOWEEE TN CTnb, T DRENLHE - i
FERENC L D ATROHBIIRT R v AT AFEIHE T
TAMEELL, 7 FFENTOE STV S,

FHRFZ L DRITIE, SFR7THEL D, KRR TH5ER
L U= = V= KBELFERI AT LTVA v LERD
B CORMEENIE SN (2D AT LTFHA v L
B, BEAI63E LR BHURE T SRS Y AT 4 T2
B OMCTRIPEFOEREDD Y . LI EOFELZ R
HELTWh.) o TUKMD S IZBAES 3 W H DL 3 2
FEHRTHY, INFTITBHY AT AR EL, BEBEHIER
THHER, PARTHEY, B TYHR L) O H{DF
DA F T TOFEEEFEERBRL T b, 72, 7+ 71l
B S ATAREELN D TORFED PRI S, BFZRiGE2 A A
TALDRIREDFEE L 72 % ko 72,

T —F = —=RKEIIBWT, RENPSDFZEEITKE
Bl HERIcB L, Y AT AT A Y L2 TRt
ATHERED THEMFAR, S S IBET 7 & D5
OREHZIET A I ENTED, FHMOILHEEIC &
D, BUSEALE AARIZ B 25 LR 08 T IS % 7 Hify
ELTIRYVBEZ D ZEDWHRETH 5o WAL, #H I
9H (BEEWIBMGR) 2o BE4 B (LT £T
DR8I AL Lo TwD, LB, P SEELDRESZIT AN
FTRFAIZB VT ER SRR E o T,

FIXZD L) BRBREZOFIEIFEETLERITIEY
F—F = V= KZEDMIZL L DBE LV TOREICD
7oA ME TR T H o720 Sld. (4 & 7280
El ELTERL, RPETEEF¥ELANVIZETHERELTY
L enifrshs,

An Environmental Problem in Southeast Asia

Hiroaki OzAKI

Associate Professor
Department of Environmental Engineering

Environmental problems, such as water pollution, air pol-
lution, and solid-waste generation still remain serious ones in
Southeast Asia. The smoky haze from the big fires in Indone-
sia last year was well known in Japan. This haze spread over
many Southeast Asian countries, especially Malaysia, Singa-
pore, and Indonesia which received international attention on
top of that country’s indigenous economic crisis. I had an op-
portunity to stay at Nanyang Technological University in Sin-
gapore as a visiting researcher for nine months last year. The
heavy haze taught me that understanding traditional culture is

a necessary part of solving environmental problems.
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Haze is an atmospheric phenomenon caused by the pres-
ence of tiny particulates suspended in the atmosphere. The
heavy haze in Southeast Asia reduced visibility and caused
many traffic accidents including the airbus crash in Sumatra.
Health problems appeared, such as asthma, chronic lung dis-
ease and sinusitis. Damage to wildlife, and a series of global
environmental problems like acid rain and global warming also
emerged. Although the haze was regional, it became a global
problem.

The haze from the big fires was caused mainly by big
plantations and small-scale farmers who were clearing forests
and fields by burning them. It was suggested that the tradi-
tional slash-and-burn method for clearing land should be aban-
doned immediately. Large plantations were to be blamed and
they were requested adopting an alternative method for clear-
ing land. A newspaper reported that according to satellite data,
nearly 200 large firms were burning virgin forests for their
business, some of which were supported by foreign companies.
On the other hand, land clearance by small-scale farmers
accounted for 20 percent of the fires. Who was responsible for
this haze? At present, subsistent farmers cannot be held
accountable because they work to survive and maintain their
lives by following centuries-old traditions.

Many countries, including Japan, sent lots of money in
emergency aid for relief from the fires. This aid undoubtedly
helped many who suffered, however, the biggest help came
from the monsoon rains which extinguished the fires (although
peat bogs continue to smolder underground).

It is hard to evaluate the emergency aid given in this case.
In solving the haze problem, the traditional slash-and-burn
method needs to be reconsidered. It is most important to estab-
lish countermeasures against this kind of thing happening
again.

Therefore, an assessment of forest fires and haze, the de-
velopment of adequate agricultural technology, and the enact-
ment of an international law dealing with environmental prob-
lems across regions are urgently needed. We must consider
cultural, economical, and social aspects along with the environ-
mental ones when making long-term plans. If we stand pas-
sively by and do nothing, disaster will occur in the near future

in the same region because traditions endure.
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Studying at Kyoto University

WANG Tingting

Master’s Course Student
Department of Electronics
and Communication

Seven years ago, I left China and came to Japan. During
my first year, I studied at a Japanese language school, and then
I did undergraduate and graduate work at Kyoto University. It
was not until I entered Kyoto University that I experienced
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culture shock. I discovered that there were big differences be-
tween Japanese and Chinese universities, and it was because of
these differences that my life differs a lot from those who re-
mained in China to study.

In China, the teachers and students are based on campus
where they live and study. Students share a dormitory room
with four to six others. Most of them receive enough allow-
ance from parents. They have few things to worry about other
than how to enjoy “life in the ivory tower.” In Japan, the cam-
pus is only one part of life. Students live off-campus and lots
of students have part-time jobs. Being like other foreign
students who live here at their own expense, I had to face the
reality of life. Trying to live the “normal” life of a student but
with money problems and having time to form friendships was
part of the dilemma.

During my undergraduate days, I was surprised that my
classmates shared so little together. Other than clubs, there
were few activities outside of classes. As a result, I only re-
member five or six classmates from those days. This would be
unimaginable in China where most activities, such as sports
activities and year-end parties, are conducted by individual
classes. After I entered Yoshida Laboratory E.E., I had a better
chance to communicate with Japanese students. Working in the
lab helped my understanding of the students here. I was im-
pressed with their independence, hard work, and responsibility,
and by the young people who helped keep the lab running
while helping their juniors. This experience made me much
more responsible than before.

Kyoto University is a very unique place and I consider
myself to be lucky to have studied here. I was deeply attracted
to its proud traditions and full of freedom. Not only did I learn
knowledge and technology, but also I was able to develop my
own interests and personality. I gained something important
and useful to my future. I also was fortunate in that people
around me have been so kind. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank those who helped and supported me during my
stay especially Professors S. Yoshida and I. Kimura. Thanks to
my laboratory colleagues who gave me lots of help and make
my study enjoyable. For foreign students who study here by
their own means, I hope that in the future, younger people will
be extended the support they need especially in finding a
house and benefiting from a more complete and fairer scholar-
ship system.

Campus life is just a small and special part of Japan. It
takes a long time to understand Japanese society, but that is
what I will try to do from April when I will go out into the
world and understand Japan as a member of the society.
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