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Summary

Focalizing proposed motions and petitions in regard to national parks in the Imperial

Diet of Japan, the author analized the process about the legislslation of national parks

from the viewpoint of social and economic historical backgrounds.

As tourism began to hold an important position in the national economy, national parks
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were more discussed in the Imperial Diet, especially in the House of Representatives.

Modern tourism in Japan started after Restoration of 1868. And the tide of tourism
was rising. Tokyo Industrial Exposition in 1907 (Tékyd Kangyd Hakurankai) and a plan
of Great Japan Expo. in 1917 Nippon Dai Hakurankai) served as an ineentive to
tourism in the early 20th century. The govermment began to try to attract foreign
tourists as a means to lessen international loans and increase national profits. Establish-
ment of national parks was an effective means., There were 1 motion and 4 petitions in
the 27th and 28th Imperial Diet.

There was a politieal factor as another viewpoint. Members of the Diet began to
propose more motions of national parks, intending to win the general election since 1920s.

This movement aroused public opinion. Of course this phenomenon was connected with
the rise of tourism. For instance the rising tide resulted in the establishment of
Department of International Tourism in the Ministry of Railroad in 1980. Then National
Parks Law was legislated in 1931.
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