AR N A Y DIHERAEIC T 5 HERFE
— XV VTING Tk TR ANV ERLIZ —

VR VA S

Yoshihiro ADACHI : The Problem of Refugees in Old-Farmer-Villages of the
Post-War East Germany. Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 1945-1952

The problem of refugees in East Germany, mainly located in the rural community after
the War, had different aspects in “Altbauerndérfern” (old-farmer-villages) from those in
“Neubauerndorfern” (new-farmer-villages) which were strongly influenced by the land
reform. This paper examines social processes of the refugee-problem mainly in old-
farmer-villages.

Analyzing official statistics in Mecklenburg and reports on refugees in Schwerin
county in 1947, we find firstly that there is a noticiable difference between male and
female refugees as to their employment. Secondly, through examining their housing
conditions, it appears that a strong quota of refugees was imposed even upon the
“Hausler” (native rural workers with a small house). This means that the native people
were overburdened almost beyond their carrying capacity of housing, while we recognize
an obvious disparity between natives and refugees as is expected.

Finally this paper focuses on response of both old farmers and government officials to
the problem of refugees at the local level. Although the native people certainly regarded
refugees as having the same national identity as them, refugees could not be assimilated
into the native rural society. While socialist officials confronted old farmers very strictly,
refugees in old-farmer-villages had little importance in the context of their politics, in
contrast with the high political presence of refugee-problems in new-farmer-village.

Comparing both old- and new-farmers-villages, we would recognize that the social
category of refugees as an alienated group remained longer in old-farmer-villages.
However, the new agricultural policy in 1950-52, intending to destroy the social structure
of old-farmer-villages in Mecklenburg, presumably caused a dissolution of this group.
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