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Summary

The Transmission, Re-creation and Transplantation of “Tradition”
— On the “Revival” of the “White Standard” Ceremony

in the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region —

SULONGGA

Doctoral Course of the Graduate School of International Studies, Aichi Prefectural University

In the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region of China, traditional ceremonies known as “white standard
ceremonies,” which symbolize the spirit of the old Mongol empire, are now performed at three different locations
in three different styles.

The first of these three ceremonies uses actual traditional rituals which have been transmitted for almost 400
years in Ordos by a group of priests alleged to be the direct descendants of the royal soldiers of the Mongol empire.
The second one is a new ceremony which was “re-created” in 2006 near the location of the first one, in Ordos, for
tourism development in commemoration of the 800th anniversary of the founding of the Mongol empire. This
colorful ceremony was created through the cooperation of a private entrepreneur and of a scholar who has
investigated the original “white standard” rituals of the past. The third ceremony is the newest one, created in 2008
in Cagqar, where Ligdan gayan, the last gayan of the Mongol empire, had his palace. This ceremony was created by
the Caqar Mongols, who assert that Caqar is the true center of the old Mongol empire, by “transplanting” parts of
the actual traditional rituals from the first ceremony in Ordos. These three ceremonies all strongly assert their own
legitimacy.

In the background of the revival and re-creation of ceremonies, there are issues of ethnic identity and economic
profit. Both of the new ceremonies, which have been revived for purposes of economic profit by way of tourism, at
the same time activate the ethnic identity of the Mongolian People, which has a duality centered on Ordos and
Cagar. The Chinese government promotes tourism, but also seeks to control excessive activation of ethnic identity,

and this fact influences both ethnic identity and activities relating to the revival of ceremonies.

Keywords: tradition, revival, Re-creation, Transplantation, Mongol identity, tourism, development
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