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ments.

At the Khanaqin border checkpoint three systems, one of transit permits
(tazkira-yi murir), another for medical inspection and quarantine, and a last for
customs duties, had been set up soon after the conclusion of the Second Treaty of
Erzurum. The systems of transit permits and medical quarantine were newly
introduced by the Ottoman government in the mid-19% century, and although Iran
under the Qzjar introduced the same systems some years after the Ottomans,
these systems never reached a point where they were truly accepted by the
society at large. Pilgrims from Iran, where the new system was alien, first
encountered these systems at the border and personally suffered the deleterious
consequences of them. As a result, the stance of the Ottoman government side,
which sought to vigorously enforce these rules, and the judgment of the pilgrims,
who were critical of the systems, could not be reconciled. This indicates the
contradictions that existed between the two parties.

In contrast to experiences in pre-modern times when the conception of
national boundaries was unclear, pilgrims in the latter half of the 19% century
experienced a strange political system by traveling to a “foreign land”, and
thereby obtained an opportunity to reflect on their own identity by crossing over a
national border, symbolized by the checkpoint, and carrying a passport to travel in
a foreign country. Although such was the case, the gap between ordinary pilgrims
and the “modernization” imposed from above was actually quite great. The plight
of these figures struggling to cope and in a state of consternation when faced with
the “modernization” is highlighted by an examination of the realities of the border
checkpoint at the time.

THE IMPERIAL IDEOLOGY OF SASSANID KINGDOM AND
ZOROASTRIANISM, SEEN THROUGH AN EXAMINATION
OF THE SACRED FIRE OF ADUR GUSNASP
AND THE IMPERIAL THRONE OF
TAKHT-I TAQDIS

AO0KI Takeshi

This study begins with a reexamination of the research of S. Wikander that
was conducted 60 years ago on the geographical transition of the iconography of
the imperial ideology of the Sassanian kingdom. The study also incorporates the



achievements of research on Zoroastrianism, from Wikander to the present day,
and then hypotheses that the reason that the Sassanid kings moved their place of
pilgrimage to Azerbaijan after the 5th century was associated with the sacred fire,
Adur Gusnasp, in Siz and the imperial throne, Takht-i TaqdTs.

The author has drawn upon evidence from archaeological and written material
(in Pahlavi, Arabic, and early-modern Persian) and art historical hypotheses, to
create a compilation of fact, legend, and theories on both. As a result, I was able
to come up with a chronology based on the weight of the facts. In addition, I
sought the reasons for the changes seen in the chronology in light of advances in
the study of Zoroastrianism since the time Wikander. As a result the following
prospect on the holy fire and the sacred throne were attained.

Firstly, the author conjectures that as regards the holy fire, Adur Gu$nasp,
there was a relationship in which “changes in Zoroastrian thought” resulted in the
“modification in imperial ideology of the Sassanid kingdom.” In short, there was a
chain of influence during the 5th century, from the “linking of the legend of the
founder to of Azerbaijjan” to “royal pilgrimage to Azerbaijan after the king’s
enthronement” to the “iconoclastic movement” and finally to the “destruction of
stone relief of Xwarnah, symbolizing the right to rule” and the “increase in the
importance of the sacred fire of Adur Gusnasp.”

As regards Takht-i Taqdis on the other hand, it appears to have been a
temporary phenomenon based on the initiative of Khosrow II, and I am unable to
posit any influence of Zoroastrian thought. The imperial throne can be thought of
as an artifact of the attempt by Khosrow II, who held a firm grasp on imperial
legitimacy inherited from his grandfather Khusrow I to construct his own imperial
ideology free from Zoroastrian thought by highlighting the glory of his military
exploits. However, due to a lack of detailed records, it was impossible to specify
just what the nature of ideology that might have been.
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