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A Poetry Born of the “Discipline of Inner Life":
The Case of Czestaw Milosz on the Eve of World War 11

Yutaro YAMAMOTO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary In 1938, on the eve of the war, the poet Czestaw Milosz became embroiled in the “pure poetry”
controversy. While a critic described Milosz as a poet of “pure poetry”, Mitosz himself argued that “pure
poetry” lacked “love for humanity”, and suggested poetry should serve people in a cruel world. This paper
examines what features of poetry, which he regarded as his ideal, he actually employed in his works, by
analyzing several poems written around the same time as the controversy.

In his works, catastrophe is foreseen on Earth, and divine salvation is not expected. In such a situation, the
“I” (the poet), united in love for “others” (human beings) living on Earth, stands up for “us” and takes
action to rescue the world with the words of poetry.

Mitosz’s oeuvre could be said to fulfill a “moral or civic duty,” but he valued the poet’s inner world, from
which the ideal poem is born. In this respect, one may conclude that what he pursued on the eve of the war was
poetry born of the “discipline of inner life.”

Keywords: catastrophe, Poland, poetry, interwar period, pure poetry
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