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My Memorable moments of Kyoto
University Geography Department
and beyond

Ministry of Education and Training, Tonga
Raelyn L. ’Esau (Dr. of Literature, 2006)

I am a Doctoral graduate of Kyoto University,
Geography Department and during my time
there, I worked under the supervision of
Professor Ishikawa Yoshitaka. I am honored
to write about my experiences during the
three years (2003 - 2006) I spent at Kyoto
University and how it has had a profound
impact on my life after returning back home
I acknowledge the

to Tonga. financial

support I received from the Government of
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Japan to study under the Monbukagakusho
scholarship. I dedicate this personal reflection
to my Professor, Dr. Ishikawa Yoshitaka,
whom [ deeply respect for his professional
services and guidance during my time in

Japan.

The first day I walked through the gates of
Kyoto University, I was totally oblivious to
the qalms of this prestigious academic
institution. It didn’t take that long for me to
realize, 1 had to hit the ground running to
meet the very high expectation for excellence
that this University entails. My very first
introduction to my Professor, Dr. Ishikawa
was a rude awakening that made me realize
from day one we were expected nothing less
then excellence and failure was not an option.
I recall vividly how I was reminded that I
was not going to receive any special treatment
for being a foreign student and that I was
going to be as competitive as any of the
Japanese graduate students. Any summons to
Professor Ishikawa’s office was usually not a
pleasant thought at times but each time I left
his office after consultations with him, I was
more determined that ever before to
persevere. I took all his advice to heart and
determined that I will have to work twice as
hard to ensure I complete the very demanding

requirements for the program.

I personally acknowledge the professional

supervision rendered by Professor Ishikawa as



one of the most important factors attributed to

my success. The Geography Department
graduate students’ office became our second
home away from home, as we spent most of
our time there daily. My fellow colleagues,
namely Mr. Yamagami and Mr. Hanibuchi
who were also studying under Professor
Ishikawa’s supervision were very supportive,
helpful, hard working and good role models,
and I consider myself one of the luckiest
foreign students. The most challenging aspect
of being a foreign student is mastering the
language and using time wisely. As a
graduate student with many deadlines to meet,
it seemed we did not have enough time on
our hands to do research before the next
publication was due or simply trying to
catch-up with endless reading for a literature

review.

My most memorable moments were the
of the
department. Although I could observe that it

weekly seminar presentations
was the most stressful time for us graduate
students, it was a unique opportunity to
with the of the

department and to hear first hand any

dialogue Professors
critiques of our developing research. It was a
true test of our tolerance levels in accepting
the constructive comments received and
re-energizing to push forward with courage in
pursuit of adding more value to one’s
research. I can personally say that the seminar

experience can be a defining moment for the
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development of one’s professional academic
work. The high light of my academic work
was my attendance and presentation at the
Pescara meeting (2004) and the Glasgow
meeting (2005) which were both financially
supported by Professor Ishikawa’s research
fund.

Esau graduation: Photo with my husband
on Kyoto University graduation day outside

Geography lab building, in 2006.

When my three years at Kyoto University had
finally come to an end, I was very relieved
and grateful that I could graduate. I recall,
Professor Ishikawa, asking my husband at our
farewell lunch, what were his thoughts about

finally going back home to Tonga with me.



Surprisingly, my husband replied that he sent
a Tongan wife to study in Japan, but it
seemed strange that he will be taking a
‘Japanese’ wife back home. Unaware of my
transformation, 1 had adapted in many ways
to live, think, and behave to a certain extent
like a Japanese. It was a confusing and
emotional farewell as I left Japan with the
overwhelming feeling that I was leaving my

second home.

A photo with the Ambassador of Japan (on

my left), his wife and staff of the Embassy
of Japan, 2017.

| was awarded the Ambassadors Commendation
certificate last year in recognitionof my contribut
ion to the Embassy's activities and Japanese

Language Education.

Twelve years on and beyond the Kyoto
University gates, I find myself still living in
Tonga and working for the Tonga
Government at the Education Ministry, and

still holding true to the ethics and values that

transformed me during my time at Kyoto
University. Within a decade of service to my
Country, my tasks and responsibilities was
not related to my qualification. Although it
was a new learning curve at times, I worked
with 3 Education Ministers from 3 different
ruling governments in Tonga. In addition, I
was involved in, Education legislation, Policy
Overseas

and Planning, Development

Assistance, Teacher Education and
Professional Development. As it turns out, it
is the application of my work ethics and work
culture gained in Japan that is most relevant

and useful to my current work.

I was guest of honor at High School gradu
ation in December 2017.
During the year, | volunteered and taught for

free in the evenings for this schools.



During this same period I have had the
opportunity to return to Japan three times on
official duties. I had the privilege during my
second trip to visit Kyoto University to meet
Professor Ishikawa and my colleagues at the
department. It was such a happy and
memorable family reunion. I acknowledge the
financial support of the Japanese government
toward a Reunion of former Monbukagakusho
scholars who were working at their home
Countries. My other work that keeps me
connected to Japan is the assistance that I
provide the Embassy of Japan in Tonga and
the JICA office. I have been a panel member
to interview applicants for the
Monbukagakusho since the establishment of

the Embassy of Japan in 2009.

’Esau, portrait.

Finally, 1 take this opportunity to pay tribute
to Professor Ishikawa Yoshitaka on the

occasion of his retirement from the
Geography Department of Kyoto University.
Thank you for your long years of dedicated
academic service. May your next endeavors

into your retirement years be filled with many

more achievements and successes. We will
continue our work embedded with the legacy
of professional academic work that you leave
behind. We will

memories of your academic leadership and

treasure many special

we wish you all the very best.
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