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Georgian Nation. Indiana U. P., 1989; Id. Looking toward Ararat:
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the Past: Nationalism, Revolution, and the Collapse of the Soviet Union.
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The Gurian Seasonal Workers in Batoum : Labor Movement
and Ethnic Factors in 1905 Revolution

by
ITO Junji

Georgia was peculiar in Tsarist Russia in that, though most Georgians are
peasants, the Marxist party Menshevik was so powerful that it became Georgian
“national party”. The starting point of Menshevik hegemony was the peasant
movement in western Georgia, especially Guria province. Gurian peasant
movement was tightly connected with the labor movement of Batoum (Batumi),
the oil port of neighboring Achara province, through migrant workers.

Achara province was annexed by Tsarist Russia from the Ottoman empire in
1878. Acharans in village were Georgian in language, but Muslim in religion, in
contrast that other “Georigians” were orthodox. So Gurian (=Georgian) workers,
which had become the main part of migrant workers in Batoum, had little ties with
Acharan peasants.

In Batoum aggressive labor movement flourished, especially after the general
strike (March 1902), which took place under the engagement of Stalin and
witnessed over 15 workers killed. This strike also caused the send-back of
hundreds of Gurian migrant workers, who became one of the initiators of Gurian
peasant movement. Henceforth the Batoum committee of the Russian Social
Democratic Workers' Party enjoyed high authority and powers over the Batoum
workers, which was sometimes seen as even “dictatorial” before and during 1905
revolution. The main participants of the committee were Gurian migrant
workers. The main weapons were terrorism, which was seen de facto tactics of
the committee, and the provincial ties of Gurian workers.

The Armenian massacre in Baku (February 1905) had increased the influence of
ethnic problematics in Transcaucasia. The committee was also seen as ethnically
impartial in the eyes of non-Georgians. In fact, Armenian workers and Georgian
workers had conflicted several times before 1905. The ethnic interests of
“Georgians”, however, did not cause the authority of the committee among
Gurians. In Poti, a neighboring port of Batoum, Gurian workers and Mingrelian
workers conflicted, both of which were seen as sub-units of “Georgians”.
Moreover, Acharans, or “Muslim Georgians” generally stood in opposition to
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revolutionary movements, which were mainly taken part in by Gurians and other
Christians. The menace of the massacre was at last taken over, when an
Acharan influential bek compromised to the committee, seeing its substantial
power. The committee also took actions to Armenians, who had a strong
nationalist-revolutionary organisation.

Therefore, the Batoum committee can be said to have been de facto Gurian
organisation, not Georgian, though it insisted on its internationalism. We need
not to overlap Georgian national interests to the hegemony of the Batoum
committee. The commonly accepted theory has supposed that Marxism
overlapped the Georgian national interests. But this theory rather reflects the
non-Georgian view in that era. The ethnic factors, as well as class factors,
should not be seen as “the hidden essential determinant”.

The Lineage of the Imperial Throne in the Heian Period : In Connection
with the Hereditary Treasures of Emperors

by
OKAMURA Sachiko

In the Heian period, the Imperial throne was succeeded not only by the son,
but by the Emperor’s brother or his cousin, so the lineage of the Imperial throne
was complicated. The purpose of this study is to investigate how the emperor
evaluated his own lineage, and how the complicated lineage was systematized.
And in order to investigate these themes, the author considers how the hereditary
treasures of emperors were transfered, because these treasures generally
bestowed the authority of the throne.

The author shows that the system of preservation and management of the
treasures changed in the period of the Emperor Uda (5¢%) and Daigo (ERE),
because they recognized the value of the treasures as the symbols of the
authority. The lineage changed when the Emperor Yozei (5 F&) abdicated the
throne to the Emperor Koko (JEZ£), father of Uda, so they needed a different
authority from that of the former lineage.

The two lineages were symbolically unified by offering the Dai-Shoji (FRFE-F),
which was one of the hereditary treasures of the emperor, from Yozei to the
Emperor Suzaku (4k %), the son of Daigo. In consequence, the lineage
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