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The establishment of the Qinghai Khoshut’s rule over the
Amdo Tibetans and Qing policy

Iwata Keisuke

Abstract . This article examines the process of the establishment of the Qinghai
Khoshut’s rule over the Amdo Tibetans and Qing policy toward the Amdo. After the
Qing succeeded the Ming in 1644, the Qinghai Khoshut, one of the Oirat tribes,
bordered the Qing around the Amdo and Kham regions. In 1656, the Qing court
dispatched officials to Amdo and negotiated with the Khoshut chiefs about ruling over
the Amdo Tibetans living in the boundary region between the Qing and the Qinghai
Khoshut (from Hezhou to Ganzhou, Suzhou). Thence, they decided that the Amdo
Tibetans, who had paid taxes to the Mongols in the Ming period, belonged to the
Qinghai Khoshut even if they lived in the inner territory of the Qing.

Based on these negotiations, the Qinghai Khoshut collected taxes called Tianba
from the Tibetans, of which they sent some to the Government of the Dalai Lama. The
Qinghai Khoshut thus were economically connected with the Government of the Dalai
Lama through taxation of the Amdo Tibetans. At the end of the 17" century, it became
necessary for the Qing court to intervene in relations between the Qinghai Khoshut and
the Amdo Tibetans who belonged to the Khoshut, but ultimately the Qing court could
not do so because of the 1656 negotiations.

This suggests that the result of the 1656 negotiations between the Qinghai
Khoshut and the Qing court over the Amdo Tibetans formed the basic principle about
the status of the Amdo Tibetans in the boundary region until the Qing began to rule
over Amdo in 1725.
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