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THREE CASES OF ESOPHAGEAL LEIOMYOMA

Satoshi WATANABE, Motohiko ITO, Hiroaki YAMAMOTO,
Yanosuke SAGAWA, Mikio KATO and Kimihiko SATO

Department of Thoracte Surgery and Department of Clintcal Pulmonary
Lhysiology, Chest Disease Research Institute, Kyolo University

Three surgically treated patients with leilomyoma of the esophagus were presented. The
patients were 1 man and 2 woman whose ages ranged from 24 to 45 years. Although two patients
complained of dysphagia and retrosternal discomfort for a long time, the other one had no
symptoms except abnormal mediastinal shadow on plain chest x-ray. The preoperative
diagnosis was a benign tumor of the esophagus in all cases. All patients were treated by
thoracotomy and enucleation of the tumor, and the results were excellent.

Some recent studies report that the incidence of this tumor is not so rare as previously
thought. We must distinguish this lesion from other mediastinal tumors by means of

esophagography and esophagoscopy in practice.



