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THEFHZIT). COMRFOEMEL 75D,

[ Anwendung] TH 5. — W2, RO,
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Application as a “Procedure” in Human Sciences:
An Examination of the Concept of “Application”
in H.-G. Gadamer’s Philosophical Hermeneutics

Chiharu SHIMOYAMA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper reexamines the theoretical significance and functional role of the concept of “appli-
cation” (Anwendung) in Hans-Georg Gadamer’s Truth and Method (1960) and related writings. Previous
interpretations have often regarded “application” merely as the concretization of meaning within the
interpreter’s present situation, overlooking its methodological implications. In response, this study situates
Gadamer’s concept within the broader critique of Neo—Kantian and Diltheyian models of human sciences,
which sought to ground scholarly validity in methodological certainty. Through a close analysis of Gadamer’s
earlier drafts and lectures, this paper argues that “application” functions as a procedural structure for
legitimate understanding—one that does not rely on scientific certainty but is guided by the formation of
questions and the “anticipation of completeness” (Vorgriff der Vollkommenheit). These elements enable
“application” to generate a context-sensitive yet non-arbitrary standard for interpretation. Ultimately, this
paper reconceptualizes “application” as a central methodological moment in Gadamer’s hermeneutics, and as
a structural element for legitimizing humanistic inquiry beyond the paradigm of method-driven science.

Keywords: Gadamer, hermeneutics, application, Neo-Kantianism, methodology of human science



