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A Turfani Community in Guazhou (1733-1756) :
The Forefront of Qing Expansion
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Abstract This paper, using a Turkic-language document, EM 13135, kept in the Ethnography Museum
in Ankara and Qing archival documents, describes the actual social conditions of the Turfani community
in Guazhou and clarifies their position within Qing strategy towards the northwest.

In the early eighteenth century, the conflict between the Qing dynasty and the Junghars intensified
around the eastern Tianshan region. In 1732, the Qing launched an initiative to encourage the Turkic~
speaking Muslims of Turfan, who had cooperated with the Qing army, to seek refuge in Qing territory. In
the following year, about 10,000 Turfanis, led by Emin Khwiaja (1684/85-1777), immigrated to Guazhou
in western Gansu. The Turfani refugees received from the Qing government various forms of support
such as the construction of towns, the supply and loan of food, farming implements, and livestock, and the
construction of irrigation channel and reclamation of waste land. Seen from the Qing point of view, there
was an urgent need to develop the western Gansu region, especially the sparsely populated and least~
developed Kowuwat area west of Jiayuguan, as a supply base for the frontline of the war with the Junghars.
In such a situation, the presence of the Turfan refugees fitted exactly with the Qing strategy for the
northwest. The Turfani migration to Guazhou may have come about because the Qing, who wished to
strengthen their defenses in western Gansu, shared a mutual interest with the Turfanis.

After the Qing successfully overthrew the Junghars in 1755, the Guazhou Turfanis were able to
return to their homeland. Then Emin Khwaja and his descendants, i e. the family of the Turfan
Junwangs, became the most prominent ruler to manage the administration of the local Muslim population
in Qing Xinjiang. As the context of EM 13135 has demonstrated, the experience to migrate to Guazhou

also had a great effect on their identity in this stage.
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1. Haqq ta‘alaga hamd aytqandin keyin paygambar «salla Allahu ‘alaihi wi sallama» ga
durud ibargandin keyin, Turfan halainin gissasi ki, awwal-1 zamanda® y0z minga yaqin
balki mundin ziyadarak kisi

2. edilar. Kinlarnin hawadisi zamananin wagi‘alarininy sababi bilan Jungar laskarinip
garr-saridin hamasi tarihga bir min bir yiz ottuz besinéi at yilida Calisga koétilar.

3. Wi ol yerda gahtliknin balasi wa qiSnin sawuqi afatlarnin nau‘lari bilan halak boldilar,
guya ki giyamat gayim boldi. Bu ruswaliglarniy jihatidin gurah gurth

4. ba‘zalar jama‘at bilan wa ba'zalar yalguz yalguz qacip kelip yana Turfanda necand min

kisi jam‘ boldilar. W& yana Jungar kafirlari bilip tola lagkarlar jam‘ bolup keldilar. T2 on ikki

3) XHEOT77s 3, Onuma 2015 # B, L BEEICBVWTE, B85 0BEE/MT
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bbb,



22 N E

yil

5. soquSmaq wa oltaraSmak bilan gattig japlar gildug. Andin keyin kafirlarnin galabasinin
tolaligidin ba‘zalarni oltardilar wé ba‘zalarni tutup asir gildilar. Ogul atadin,

6. qiz anadin juda boldilar. Na-¢ar bi~¢ara bolup ol wagtnin sultani zaméananin padsahi ki,
hazrat-i ‘izzat asmaninin aftabi wa sa‘adat aujinin mahtabi wi ‘azamat maydaninip

7. kocati wa rif'atnin baland yulduzi Safi Héjam (sic.) bild ma‘raf hazrat-i M[i]r Habib
Allah Wali Allahnin farzandlari, hazrat-i Niyaz H¥aja Ahtnd, bularnip farzandlari hazrat-i
Amir al-Mt’'minin Amin

8. Hoja Beg ki, bizinin sultanimiz sardarimiz dur ki, maslahatkd qosulguéi umara wuzara,
wajib al-ihtiram ‘ulama qazilarnin, balki jami' hass—‘amm qaumlarnin ittifaqi bilin amn wa
amanligni

9. hvahlap, Cin pad$ahidin panah talab qildilar. Sah-i Cin ijabat qilip gabal qildilar. Wa
hazrat-1 Amir al-Mu’'minin biz bi~¢aranin basiga sayaban bolup yetté basliq azhdarlar

10. nin wa panja-zan yolbaslarnin agizidin qutqarip halasliq barip hama ta‘allugatlar birla
padsah~i Cinniy izn bils hama yemak, iémak, kiymik, wa yol jabduglari birla

11. ulaglarga, at, tiwé, arabalarga olturguzup toqquz min G¢ yiz yetmis tort kisini ta’rihqga
bir min bir yiz qirq altin¢i yilan yilida Turfan diyaridin kecarap

12. sihhat salamat Subu Waju diyariga yetkurdilar. Keyinki vili ki ta’rihqga bir min bir yiz
qirg yetta at yili har birimizga ‘ala-hida Sahrlar, 6ylar, wa zaminlar, agin su ariglari bilan

13. berip olturguzdilar. Sahrlarnin ati: Tufu, Erfu, Sanfu, Sifu, Ufu, Tag, Sogan. Wa yana bu
Sahrlarnin zaminini Wajunin hamrahliqi bild ariglar(i] bilan Ta$

14. Séganniy zaminini ham ariglari bildn biznin tarimaqimiz w olturmaqimiz wi zira‘atimiz
ucin berdildr. Bu Sahrlarnin zaminlar [i] ninp tért hadd [i]: maSriq tarafi
[Koérdum-ki Kutas|”

15. Saptar, magrib tarafi Bi¢ifu, $imal tarafi Sulahu, janab tarafi Kordam-ki Katas. Bu
zaminlarnin aqin sulariniyy bulaglarinin bagi : Dajuy, Bulungur, Damga, Kétan,

16. wa Canmar, wi Sirab, Tas, Sibudin. Wi yana tért zamin ki otlug Jalugdugdin ta Lusugy,
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Daragsa, wé Dopbalu, wa Sibucingi¢a. Bularni otlarini ormagq, at, kala, qoy, tiwé

17. larni yaylatmag otlatmag uétn berdilar. W4 yana Sah-i Cindin ‘altfalar, atlar, tiwélar, wa
¢ahar-paylarniy jinsidin, wé yemak, kiymak jinsidin, taridurgan uruglar har qaysidin biznin

18. auqatimiz ma‘iSatimiz u¢tn hadd-hisabdin ziyadarak berdilar. Andin keyin hazrat-i I8an
altinéi vili ta’rthqa bir min bir yiz ellik ikki tonuz vilida hiaba ambanligga barip edi. Sah-i
Cin tola

19. iltifatlar qilip, bir §ir stratlig jasaqgliq tamgu dastasi, kimasdin agirligi yetta fatman, yana
gunlugnin martabasi bildn §apnlap® vanip keldilar. Ta'rihqga bir min

20. bir yuz ellik G¢ sacqan yilida /////////

21. daulatidin ja ba-ja tapti. /////////
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