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The Expanding Role of Parishes in Early Modern London:
Reflections on the “London Crisis”

by
MIYAGAWA Tsuyoshi

London (the City and its suburbs) experienced explosive population growth and
an influx of migratory labourers in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries which, according to standand scholarship, led to an administrative crisis.
Recently, however, scholars have emphasized the stability of early modern
London, paying particular attention to the solidarity of London’s social substratum.
The author, following these leads, intends to examine parishes in order to reveal
how they reacted to the changes which occurred during the reigns of Elizabeth I
and James 1.

The prime duty of parishes was to promote church attendance. In addition,
parishes became heavily involved in controlling vagrants, eradicating plague and
providing relief for the poor. Parallel to these developments, “select vestries”
were established which thereby concentrated authority in the hands of a small
number of parishioners in order to more effectively administer each parish. In
short, the administrative functions of parishes expanded in response to the
changes caused by population growth.

The Graves of Xia-si, Xi-C'huan i)\ T3EEFEEE : Reflections on the
Number Two Chu Tomb and the Spring and Autumn Erva

by
Yamapa Takahito

In October 1977, Chu tombs dating from the mid to late Spring and Autumn
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