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A CASE OF EMPHYSEMATOUS CYSTITIS
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Emphysematous cystitis is a rare lower urinary tract infection. Patients with diabetes mellitus,
neurogenic bladder, and recurrent urinary tract infection are generally at higher risk of this disease. A
71-year-old woman with neurogenic bladder was referred from the internal medicine department
because of urinary retention. Abdominal radiography and computed tomographic (CT) scanning
revealed a characteristic accumulation of air in the wall and lumen of the urinary bladder.
Emphysematous cystitis was improved by antibiotic therapy and urinary drainage. CT scan was a
sensitive method for detecting early signs and confirming the diagnosis.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 46: 487-489, 2000)
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Fig. 1. Abdominal radiograph shows a nar-
row radiolucent line of intramural gas
bubbles outlining the bladder wall.

Fig. 2. a: Computed tomography of the pelvis
shows gas accumulation within the
bladder wall and lumen with air-fluid
level. b: Follow up computed tomo-
graphy of the pelvis shows a complete
resolution of the intramural gas.
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