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A Study of Katei Shosetsu Mada Minu Oya written by
Hector Malot and translated by Sosen Gorai

Kimiko WATANABE
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Summary Sans Famille (1878), written by Hector Malot, is a popular work in French literature for
children, and it was first translated and adapted in Japan by Sosen Gorai. This adaptation was entitled ‘Mada
Minu Oya’ and it was published in 1903. Considering that this novel was categorized as a home novel (Katei
Shosetsu), this article explores the question of ‘what particular values were found in the original and which
ones were added in the adaptation?” This article considers this question by comparing the original and the
adaptation, and by considering Gorai’s other writings.

Gorai tried to enlighten the readers through this didactic novel, and ‘Mada Minu Oya’ seems to contain
information on family morals, particularly, moralities concerning parent-child relationships, that ought to be
followed in Japanese ‘homes’. The value of individualism in parent-child relationships can be found in the
original, and particularly, mutual affection between parents and children and education aimed at building a
child’s character were appreciated by Gorai. On the other hand, the concept of gratitude, felt by the child
toward the parent, was added in the adaptation, as Gorai considered it a fundamental principle of Japanese
familism. According to him, Japanese society was in transition from familism to individualism, and therefore,
family morals that were considered to be suitable for Japanese ‘homes’ at that time seem to be included in
‘Mada Minu Oya’.



