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Possibility of Applying Interest Group Research to Association of
Universities Research: Toward an Analysis of University Autonomy in
the Process of Higher Education Policy Formation and Implementation

MATSUMOTO Yoshimasa

The purpose of this paper is to examine the possibility of using the findings and theories of interest group
studies in political science to examine association of universities, which have not been systematically
examined in higher education policy, as actors to ensure the autonomy of universities. Firstly, from a
review of previous studies, three issues in the study of university associations were identified:
organization and structure and the influence of university associations, the relationships between
university associations and other actors, and the use and availability of information. Subsequently, a series
of studies by Muramatsu and Tsujinaka in political science were examined in response to the issues of
university associations. As a result, it was shown that the study of interest groups can be applied to the
three issues highlighted above regarding the study of university associations. In addition, the study of
educational interest groups confirmed the functions of political and administrative aspects unique to
education, which can be applied to the functions of university associations in higher education

administration.
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