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Abstract

IThis article revisits Yoshino Sakuzo’s theory of China during the World War I era. In “1.
Harmony of Faith and Science,” it elucidates the connection between Yoshino’s religious beliefs
and his political science. The article then explore the interplay between the ideal of
“Cosmopolitanism” and the imperialism prevalent in the real world. In “2. Tmperialism’ or
‘Cosmopolitanism,” Yoshino scrutinizes how Tokutomi Soho, a prominent journalist who shifted
from ‘Heiminshugi' to Tmperialism.”” In “3. How Yoshino Perceived the Twenty-One Demands,”
Yoshino's analysis of the Twenty-One Demands is examined, revealing a critical aspect of his
ideology. Although Yoshino, as a believer, championed the theory of the “Cosmopolitanism”
linked to non-imperialism, as a political scientist, he accepted the prevailing imperialism in Japan.
This duality highlights a part of Yoshino's perspective that transcends the simple dichotomy of
imperialists and non-imperialists; he temporarily affirmed imperialism while striving for non-
imperialism. This section discusses Yoshino's strategies for overcoming this ideological impasse.
In “4. ‘Sidelong Observation’ and the Search for Economic and Cultural Alliance,” the article
examines how Yoshino shifted to a stance of “sidelong observation” of China politically, avoiding
interventionism and advocating for economic and cultural alliances. In “5. Research on the
History of the Chinese Revolution and Expectations for Young Chinese Students,” Yoshino's
elucidation of the Chinese revolution's history and his expectations for reform by young Chinese
students are discussed, along with his recognition of the dangers of xenophobia and his hopes for
their adherence to national law. Ultimately, Yoshino envisioned the path of civilization followed by
Japan as the future trajectory for China.

Keywords: Yoshino Sakuzo, cosmopolitanism, imperialism, civilization, chinese revolution
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