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Turritopsis (Hydrozoa, Anthomedusae) polyp attached to body of a crab
Tiarinia cornigera

Shin Kubota

Seto Marine Biological Laboratory, Field Science Education and Research Center,
Kyoto University, 459 Shirahama, Nishimuro, Wakayama, 649-2211 Japan

Abstract. In middle of March, 2013 tiny Turritopsis polyps were found on a body of a
crab Tiarinia cornigera for the first time from Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecure, Japan.
Several zooids were cultured for several months, then many Turritopsis medusae were
released from well-developed colonies. Young medusae can rejuvenate to the polyp soon.
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Figs 1,2. Turritopsis polyps (1: = ) attached to three
ambulatory legs of Tiarinia cornigera collected at
Shirahama, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan and one of
the zooid enlarged (2).
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Fig. 3. Transplanted Turritopsis zooid attached to Tiarinia
cornigera.
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Fig. 4. Turritopsis zooids with medusa buds in a well-
developed polyp colony.
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