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Table 1 Food plants and their wather content.

water content
Ty & v EE Tarazxacum hondoense 88.8%
7 ES Petasites japonicus 88.0
N =z Pilea hamaoi 88.0
Y 2 Vi - Commelina communis . 88.0
ya Yy oA oo Trifolium repens 87.1
E v =] 4 Chenopodium album 81.5
E| g545v85vyr Trifolium hybridum ‘ 81.2
L £ e - Artemisia princeps : 79.9
+ A sz Plantago asiatica 79.0
AA=TvadL sy Oenothera erythrosepara 76.7
E X Y g F v Erigeron annuus ’ 72.0
T V2 B Avena sativa 14.9
5 ; 1 v = Malus pumila 86.3
E{8 K O K % (wigs) 53.1
& 1 I ¥ a2 ¥ oy Sasa nipponica 19.7
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Fig. 1 Dry weight of consumption and defecation Fig. 2 Dry weight of consumption and

of hares in summer, defecation of hares in winter.
notes : the abscissa is date, the ordinate is notes : the abscissa is date, the
weight. ordinate is weight.
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Photo. 1 Pellets of different sizes, hare B; June 5—6.
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Table 2 Ratio of defecation to consumption.

days from eating summer winter
to excretion A B c D E ]:
0.5 . 0.5898 0. 6295 0. 4787 0.6338 0. 7490 0. 8306
1.5 0. 5893 0. 6496 0. 5075 0. 6571 0.9777 0. 8833
2.5 0. 4692 0.6919 0.5623 0. 5860 1. 3334 1. 0814
3.5 0. 4294 0. 8407 0.6137 — 1. 3296 1. 2282

4.5 0. 4840 0. 7860 0. 4193 — 1. 4578 1. 4376
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Fig. 3 Relation between dry weight of Fig. 4 Reiation between dry weight of
consumption (the abscissa) and dry consumption (the abscissa) and dry
weight of defecation (the ordinate) weight of defecation (the ordinate)
in summer. in winter. :

upper : assumed days from eating upper : assumed days from eating

to excretion are 0.5 to excretion are 0.5

middle : ” 1.5 lower : ” 1.5

lower : 7 2.5

Table 3 Probability of ¥4 of chi-square distribution.

days from eating ‘ sumimer ) winter**
. ———— T ——
to excretion i A B C D E F

0.001(0. 6338)*  0.60 (0.8788)  0.35 (0.7437)

0-5 {Qm €€0.001  0.001 "2 (€0.001¢0.71435  0.18 (0. 9482)

| —€0.6571) — (1.1229)  0.20 (0.8871)

1.5 | <0.001  <0.001 0.05 - ¢€0.001(0. 9160) (0. 001C0- 9229)
2.5 011 €0.001  0.32

* ypper line: food was apples, lower line: food was bamboo grass and twigg N
*#% () is each ratio of defecation to consumption
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Résumé

To know the mean of pellet number per hare per day, three adult hares were separately
raised in the open field enclosed with fences for about a week in summer, and different
three adults were similarly in winter. The food given in summer was various kinds of
natural grasses and pasturages, and in winter it was apples in the first half, bamboo grass
and some twigs in the second half (Table 1).

The results were as follows;

The mean of pellet number per hare per day was 271. 0~365. 7 pellets/day without very
small ones. Amount of consumption was 60, 3~152. 7 g/day in summer, 30. 2~213. 4 g/day
in winter, and amount of defecation was 33. 7~107. 0 g/day in summer, 22. 1~106. 9 g/day
in winter respectively (Fig. 1, 2). It was presumed that the days from eating to excretion
were (. 5~2. 5 days in case of various natural grasses and pasturages (Fig. 3), 0.5~2.0
days in case of bamboo grass and twigs (Fig. 4).



