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Experiences of the Twentieth Century:
Writing a Local History of a Sumatran Village in Indonesia

Karo Tsuyoshi*

For the last sixteen years, I have been carrying out a longitudinal fieldwork at a
Minangkabau community, which mainly relies on rice cultivation and rubber tapping for
livelihood, in the Kuantan area of the province of Riau, Indonesia. Starting in late 1984, 1
have visited Koto Dalam (pseudonym) practically every year, sometimes for one and a half
months at any given visit but oftentimes for a shorter stay. The research project, if it can be
called that, has haphazardly and gradually taken its present form despite the facade of pre-
meditation and good planning,

Koto Dalam has a current population of about 3200 and consists of seven administra-
tive villages. I have spent a total of over eleven months in the community from 1984 to the
end of 2000. Tentatively, the fieldwork is expected to be continued until 2003 so that I will
be able to observe and follow, as a more or less contemporary and iz situ eye-witness, social
changes in Koto Dalam over the twenty years during the turn of the century and at the same
time conduct an oral-history-type research, above all, among village elders, in order to recon-
struct a social history of the community which aims to cover the greater part of the twentieth
century. In this attempt, it is my intention to always contextualize the community in the
wider and multi-layered circles of "areas" such as Kuantan, Riau, Sumatra, Indonesia, and
the world rubber market, and to understand Koto Dalam's social processes in its shifting
interconnectedness with these areas. It is proposed that longitudinal fieldwork is an impor-
tant method in area studies, given the rapid and often drastic social changes now experi-
enced by developing countries as well as developed countries.

* SR ZRERET VT - 77U S HIRHIESIER,  Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto
University
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bl bPEZTER20MRE, bieliebomE, XORIBZFOELZHEREETERLZ20
HRIE— R EARBRIE>TeDp—ZInR, HERTed=7 b (A< FONO201F) T
BIFLHRMNZEHTH S, MEOWLKEZPRMEDZPLE S PEBNCLT, TOLERE LM
WPFIRIFNWA WS RB TMY ML T LB TH S 5. ‘

Ll LOEE, 1V KRV TEHASFSEOVES2OH, a h &S5 A (Koto Dalam) & {4
SNFENPMERUZI00EIZTEDOER 2D & IZ, ZO8HMEEL LS L LTWS. i, 1984
EPDIED 2003 FEETO 2040, ThETCRRBRTEE IHLIEFIEOEARD - LEIZENS
SOD, AMETATTI4— NV RNU—IERTREL, DFVEAMEHR 74—V FT—F
ZEBLT, ZORMEEZL> LLTHS.

EQXoRE>PIPHIOTuT =y MBEENLOD, EDX 5 RERIE ST « —
N =S RFETZON, ZLTTuy =7 hORPCHELOBEE LRI ED X 5 it
ZABNTNZO0, REERTON, ZOMNGOHNTHD. ARICADNNIC, fHEICa b
S ARERMALTRBE 2N,

2. MY SANOBE

A hNESABPMNETAIDIRY 7Y Riauw) MOZ 722 (Kuantan) #ETHB, 77
EUME, BARIIMOY U HT (Singkarak) #ZKFE LT v hilkicEE A7 72 &
¥4 RS FY (Kuantan-Indragiri) 70 LAY RSFY LN SR O RRRICIESS (K
1, 2). VTV OARBERTIIENORNIPEEZRTRLE Sh, HELJIBWCRERELE 27
VR UHE O A& DN TR, 1920EREKE, RAIGERBE O BNDBITNEDH, 1T
7 G EASESERRNICEREICR D DX, ANV M RBRER RO 197048 IED Z L Th
5. L, 1999%8fE, 2 bS5 ARIITERDERD DS LTy, U7 YoM D
V2N (Pekanbaru) 235 250 F RO — (R4) TRRZEY, /MNECHE~NED
&, HLiZ40 HL EHNTHRIZEIE T3,

TTUEYOERIT, FLUTIB0ERUBIZBELES v U AR E v 7 NERE, &
BT IF 2 H3Y  (Minangkabaw) TH 3. BEHEDHRA SO IF AT ANEFD
SBAMTHS. WA MFEBMLETDEIFUINTREY 7T 2 PROOEP LR X
NEDOPELPTERY. I INATRIZLV—EEFEOXFY - AV E T (Negerni
Sembilan) OFERA 15 HRMEEICIEZA BN, THOHHMREOE A< b T b OBREEBEREK
BITUoEY - AV RIFIRCHoTALHTLEEZXDZ L, I 77 ORIX 141X
TTCREE>TWEEHEAISND., Z0ORPTa M AORTIIHLL, 7T & BN
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DTFRBIALE T IHOBRIX, BZLL 9 HEFEEOZ L THo T,

ITvEVEESRBhRAT NI O 20 M, 1901 FR OB TCHEEBINLEEHRTE
BRI, a NS AEREE L, WANARBR TR ENDZIBASYY - 7T Ry 5
PR CERFEELTEY, 7725 T TEEORE] (golo tongah hari) & LTHbNS
BEEHEL, NTREZVy - TRy SOREFONIT LN, BELWEDIETEVELLN
T3,

EEAREPOEERD 1905, 4V PRI TR~ SV AL BRET DR, 77
&V bR ERICHAAENT. TO%, BEEFTLT, T TR~ —3ETHK
BRHERLDDB eI LRI T2 itdbebdh, NI AREPAHEIIEETSHI L
5., M, A5 EAXEMOMLL LHIT, 7TV R VIITEROETE R OHISET &
o THIBWICERIL &N, FEARINOTBEMEEPLMICER TS X5 ickoT. 77
Zy AV RIXURTHROEBL O H Y b (Rengat) 1, 1870 FERKICIZTTIeE 5 v ¥ XL
Ticd v, 1880HERKETITIE, oL YV TR—NVOMITNZESEERSNERL T,
VA y NZBETAREBICEBITCHABITITI8BERT DY, IO, TTIRELD
FEABRLV YAy Mo T el EBHbh5, 50 XXEORBE~DIERICEFRAEZED
HBEH5IELT, 5 LIchEAO—RHBI 7o 2 M THBHTI L 5o TntELD
n3.

FRVO HAES 2R ERRE U, #5iEHITR 1T 5 BAMRRE L IEHICEET BiHIc
BUBDIFRAMFEEEZEREL LTV 2 7Yy Z UBRILBNT, JAREHREBRIICEEL 2
BOFHNINOEROT L THoTe., FABILIBHLZEES oo, I ARIETDP L0 N 28T
HMOZBKELBL Ttk ZRE TIIBFHREM L kT MDD 72 D2/ TdH - Fe 25Hk,
&K EERIGRNBREMRI O, I ARELRET, MAE > THERICBERZE D DR
KRB L RoTDTHB.

FMBEBRIC D Te > CIXBOFEHBBHEL S, 7eEE» NI AR TO I ARBUT
TITHELIHETERNENS 22 b hoTh, JoEE, JLAHREIBOHETH- . =
NITHRL, BEHEELEDIRD-IELXTHD. 2FVESEROLDOLFIIRODOT,
HE AR DO ORMEREOHETH oI Lithd, Vv F—Itk3Z05%, BIER
WD ETERNIEDSD L A2V, IAEALKE, IABELBKHORERS 72 &
VHIB BTS2 REETE Lot D

hlELBI Ty E MR TEARNRRBEZT - TeOIX 1984 F 1L HARL 85 F1HE

D ALBALROY 2> F— L L DHEFEDORETH LD, MEKEDLSHEFOS JBRIL > TiTbh, FHkE
Y, REOTER EOHSEBEDIIEIFTo>TWebDLEZLBND, b 5L O0RSEFER TH-
EBERVIR, HOEFYOEERET DL, BRELPRHETIEHThHo k.
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BETIHRIBEEOL DTy A2, BEES B D 1BRT, 19840355 5 2000 45K
RS C, FOBEBEHMIZ 14E2BX TRV, 117y IgETH5 5 0. BEOFHHETIE,
Hial EH2003EETEH T4 — NV KU~ &I 2 00 DIZL TS, &, ZHOHERES
BN DD, DEDORIZRBITB204EIEEDEEME T + — NV FU—2%ERBLT, B
EETR CHRDRROBILE Y TA XA APOBETHE - KR THL DI, 201 E N
55D0REDE SRR THLOPERELTOACRY LEZTNERN. o M T ABIER
ORADEER, WOOEIZH TWOoRED?1 b TWORSED? ] Bk LELS I,
T 4=V FT =27 DO, PIROCDOFELEDDIL, DIIPLHEVBELLITHIR
W W ERANOREBALR, R OKELEHTLHI0HTHS. KREBAVLHED
HOFREDIIRBELEZTWB0h, ZHIEWTRESRVIZEZ THEN.
ZFT7VEBRPLBIEET, 77V E 0TI T TIRONT, FENEOER R~
ERkiIE b THERIRY. 2 NS ATRITREIL, 202 MEFY LOEFEREFR
DLOEERY ICERLINDEZ LIRS,

3. BR O EE

WREICHEERDD LT, MIETaY ey NEDERBSDSD. [X< b T O D20
DHRE, THELTUV=s NEREORERPL, FEATOSHS. T_THBAOKE, B
ERLHEPLTHS.

LELOZ7 4=V RU—FZBIEIERAS N FOIF U INRTHEPLEED. 1972408 P 5
19735EMERPITTDI L Thote. 74— FTCORFRIEFOH L, IFLIANATLEYP Y
DO ORBREBICETIHEMEL VS YPI0F—<iX, HEVEHERNTIIRNE OHE» S
BETBZLiThoTe. BKINITIZ, 400N TOEFMEED LT, IFUIATHEIED
WTHAR 2O, BRBEHELHRE - BEETEREZD <o T, mMEOERBREE
HERBERMNTRAOERTIELRIEE LD

FD%, BURT74— NV NRRE-EDIX19804E0K, ZORIZ 14N Eithieo T % I X
I T2 N ORISR OMESE LGB 2R L. 19504ERAKLIE, I TV ATV
NENERBICHBRE - BEE2T 2 L5122y, 1970ER%E225 U CRBESEHBRAL >
b THB.

YT MBI EBHDOT 4=V FU—ZIX 1982 FEROZ LT, 27 AF O, Mo
WA NRICHKIT Le, ARBICSWEMICOHBEIAZ L, BX 200V ETHOBED
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Z, WTEZLBLTEBRLILENVENSIERELZDDEST.D ZORBREL LT, Y TIM
DBRIPTOIF UV INRNTOFEDORNI TV AV ET 4+ — NV RU—7HE L TGEE, Sbic
T4 =N R — R O—EE N ANTEI LD, BERO X 5 IZ19845EK15F
EREICPITTDOZ L TH B,

1982EDFAELFI LK, ZOROPRRRERNYR S biF TRy, 4K, FL-tic
BIDK - & - EEPLETI2WELOEL, EEFHOBRIBALEREBD TN D E
bhHoT, HEMVEZLBLTEZETCNOHBEROE/ILPBEETX ML TAHZ
NWEEZTOE, BIERRL LTI M SARBRLULI LIS L 2B hITR, LR
BIZLTOEY TORBEROTRBOEEIL, ZOADOHBENTT4—NRT—2%TBZL
Wigole, OFY, MEWYIZLBEEBEL VS FERNBELEETHY, TORBOBH
RIEHEY ZREboTliin oz, IBYEST, HEh FOBENHIERITIELE > Dl
2 NS ADOEEPTATHOFMICAEL, ZNHEROBLETWARWAIRICEEE>TH
KZEThB. 7TV EVHEOMMICHSTHE LTORS - SLRIRR A1 < Bo <
BY, ARPLOEELERPBoTN LV SDRPoTLEZANDE, HOHNE - FEhR
ANADERBORPCERBIBIZE SN TW e b ThH S,

HEEBCBITOIHEENZBNT, AEAOBIZRBEI ELRVAEDDLSIL, 74—
NRU—=ZZBNTHEIELRVEDD. HEELVZEDABTHS. 74—A KU~
TERREZRRTI0BMMOIL, ANOFEHV, HRA—ZLOWVEVDORLELYEHS.
L, MMEOKELE, KBELRVIELENSTT 4 —N KU —27IZBIT5 ARIBHRZEE
BERLEEY, LOHRNEKHEEP LI HEIDITIRIZVIRN. BREBAZLDL REBH]
PREOHYFIZEDL 5RBELE5 2500, 74—V KU—2ZBOTAEERHELNS
HEOOVEDOTH .

2 b AFHRBBRIIZAT 2 T2 7 4 — N RU—212BWT, RS~ ARG
T CHEPEETH oL LTy, LAL, LV THRAZEEELRRYT S Z Lidn
Pof. A NS ATOBBRBEFROIE, 1984405 $SEITPITCOEERL 7 A2 LEN
bOTHoERLrPHET, RBITHAL OBBRBENNL XD THEINDDOE ST
TEThD. NTRY 7TREBROBATILEADORITHD TS bove. c0RFITDORBL,
40 RETEDOFIROWR, FL TEOFHD S AFFE LW S 3HREERORE T, HTIIEFY
LR L, 20 HREED Y B 5 ONOFEEENTHE N, FTRo kikmiE L 1901 4

2) ZOBRIL, Kato [1984] KEEHHRTNS,
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BIRER &EHEICESNTED FIF bR 7 a Pz 7 TRV, BROBAEROKEL L
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TEAMRELITES ] LOBRVWREORINE, £LTHRPOLDBREBAL, E&MRET +—L
R — 7 AT RICEDNS. blcLOBE, YHrLOFELEDOT+/ [ROR) OfF
ER, BREBAOEHTIEEIRAEV., FE&2DOTHS.
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DLODORDOBEHREZFRBETIELELT, ZRE20FPT T LR EDLHIBRERND S
D, 20 LW S EFITERRREERN S BT TR, SETH, 10FETHEDRY. BEL
W5 ZERHEFRIRERITARV. 2, 34, 4ERX, HIWVIITHAIRMETD XWES 5.
EDX>RBThHN, BrMT +— N KU —2 OBZIIRAZOP. BROJPELLTOT
nYxy hERVBDLE, ROLSBILERLD.

ID20FZFE, BRANOEHBBESBRAK RO LREEFTLL LT, BEAAMESE - K%
BEAENENTT 4 — A FU— 2 21T 5 BAPREBRICER Ue, NERRHlict3 L, 2T
BRSO DORIM T + — VKU — 7 KREBLTH, ZOBRFRT7 -V RU—7 %475
ZLRMmThoT. WEREL, PIEBEREREIIN RS, B0 OoETHHE2ENTS L
5 RHEERTTODDIAMNIEHE VRFERI S BboTe. BEIXES. TNTOETHS
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HWL 7z, '

RAC74—=nFU—Z70noTh, 4L RZHM - MEBOHETIX, BT LZOHVFIT
BEARHB. OEORRFEOBRENS ZLTHD. FERRIIIE, 28R+ —N
RO —2Z ICHPIFD T ERMEETD, KEBPUIREREICHERL b & TiEZ s vy, B
BRRPIEPEFNEFIRIBRDIETTRREY. RESFEOFELENRDY, SbREEHD
ET, HDIVIEFRER - BIRBEZ~OBNBREPEHADOT + —N FU—2 2HlEE DO
2§53, LEedsT, HEOL I TIZHLND X5 I TRILT T, KREARRESTO
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EBLTWZETHD., —BIRENE LT, ERAOELIBOPFIEEIIRTEOBRE,
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ZANER - HEPOBERE D OMERIL, BEOBRETDLOKAZLD. DL OZERIX
B, DEVELAME T4 — N RT— 7 TholeZ LiThD. SOLHIMNETHIE, 22o0
FRIAT LD ZHFR—0BKRIKIZRY. EH00RBRICERARZELI P THS. £k, BN
MENEDRIPT, RALPORTHEEMAGLEDZ L OAAETIRPS5. FE, b
ZLb, ZOTEER, a NS ARFTT74— VKU =2 OREBILTE b TidR
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RE7 VT 0, HESEE2ED T, 19700k ER L UTRMRRKEL, ekt
ERBRTDICNzoTe. DTS LIRRSAEROEINICER LT WESME 7 + — /L K
771X, BIROBLOWERLEWISHRRIZZZHIELY. 2 M ZA0fITHEIE, BEEE
LIERH I ORBIZAE TS Z ORI, 205 nEENEBHROB R R THD TABERA-
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2, MAOEAERBEHDDDI, BHrONETRIELZRLEPLTHS. HENRE
EER QB EASEMIIEEFEELRY. LAL, WEIIKIIREL 22 RENHESI
T, ZhBET20RBEOMETHS. BEROEBAD, BELZOBED S bITIFE
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£1 ar¥I3L07HBROAD, 19804 & 2000 4F

Vava 7% (km?) AE(1980) AH(2000)
Koto 8.28 820 1163
Banjar Tua 10.97 683 707
Sungai Banyak Tkan 9.67 317 393
Pasir Batu Mandi 9.77 428 344
Tanjung Labuh 10.17 128 124
Kasang Tinggi 8.80 55 305
Teratak Baru 7.88 81 180
& & 65.54 2512 3216

H# : 77 & o FERT

a M EPSEERR L EREREERT IO, R1KABND X5 RTBRBOAD
BMOERYRSHD. a bEFAZPOTHIY (nagor) &5 UL OOEERZBEL T
oo ANV MEFIF CIRHF B O2ENF BRI Sh, 2 5D ZORLO RN
T, 1970FERKI ¥ UNEICHEZ L > 7Y (desa) EWHFTBHIZ 728 SN, K1,
7 ODITBAN D 1980 48 & 2000 EO NABZ LB L 2 b D TH S, 2 & T AD 7 BRI
B 520 O NABMOEISITIIREZIGENEDH D Z LB¥brd. Kigs NOEINERBRL
DIE3IDDOFHT, A, HPY - T4V, SRV - SATHD. BYD4DOOFY
Ti&, 2208 ANAETERRL, 1OB8ETOAON, B3 10830 & LToRERAOEE
BERL TS,

R1IDOERZ, T<NTa M ZLARNOALBEICL>THERZENEDOTHS., A0
BMERBRLRP o, HINVFEMEERRLRP-TFTHE, COKMBWIAEL o
WRET, BREMICIRBELSIELZ TS (K3)., <AV Py — - by TIRES - &
& - AREIZBNT, 20TiEa M5 ADOPLIREERE T, BRAICH S - & bHVE
HLEZOND. TRICHL, KERADEERRL 23 00FHINBIAEL, = b&2R
NWTE S ARRICEE L LUTEIEELE Z L3 hole. 2 FELD, 1920FEKROBET, £
A7, BRP, MEIEREBRDH ORI THY, —BRREPBETOHND K5 KAR->TNIX1930
ERBETHD. DD, HREGOFMERI SN, FABORET ZNER VD I AR
DEIRRDZIDIL, ZOHMEZIABHEIOND XSRS THLDILESDTHD.

R1OFLEEBENICHR L DI, 1980415 ME8F o LBEIFEBIC X 2 WA ABEORE X
BEAFETHD. EREL, JLANEHBOELLILMIRENT LHEDL 5 % 2o ikt
ANiZE o T, 1960 MR, 704EHK, FAERE - BTN O TO X I RFESHLIER> TV,
WBBHAIL L 3 EEEEOBIEIYL, AOdARE~OBLAFHOIRCEEL, X5icitk
ANOBEEMICORERBER 52w, ¥, JARREKOHSHHMAD ERL, DETTHo
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H3 k%5 LROHMOBEAR

T2 IR O/NEROBIAIAFEHREL, BOIARMHET L LREZEZLNR
PoTeOn, BRHUBIIINBB LN ETRRS ok, &b, 1980FEMRRIZRD L, &
HDORMNTH TLABRIERD D ABRHTL B L5185, DEDIIE, 1T Z—NEEOK
BEIARTOD AT 1 RLIZETHY, FHELEIARBRSHFALTREL 2o b
TH5H., POTINTEELETHo .Y

3) d ARHEFE ISR SN EERIZESNTH S, BUREIAR TR TEZOMY MY BRI T TSk
SABTCOSEE SRR E, 1980 F( LT LIED I ARRIT T AR ORFEN BT T, »OTOL R
BxokdhBHILEEERT DT TIRRNT L, il AB~OTERERINEETEF—
RATIFHIZEBENI L, REBEFLRDE, —RICEZBENT S I ARRHLORAE, KEEEOLDL
25,
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PTUELENDE, £V RRVTHEVEEET OTIRBVT, TO304IEE, BEEOH
DEOD LI, BUF, NGO, R T2E, foz—V =y OBEPITPREERRHTRICE
TCHRITLND LSRRk, ZHULRIRET, WENEDER - KIEAOKERELT, #
BRI RELSARBIZEREL TS, BEOBLNBEREWSERIZBNTE, #HA2ERER
BT 5BEHMROEROEDETICE EELT, BROFMEEHEERTAILDICD, &
BT 4 — AV R =7 OB DOBRIIZTDLDTRENVDLOBRDD LNE LS.

5. BROBEBEENS L

—RIZ, NMRETOT7 4 — N R =7 IKEIKBEROHEREERALDIGE, FEDOT 11—V
RU—Z78En50Lo0 TBHE] 2RAICHREBEY L, BEH,SBERMP > TERE
BRETIZ LTS, ZOX5REZORPT, BERENRZTHRNICERESh TS
E5IFHNIZL T, BTERESTOFBEIRERFELEZLDDDELRBONEDIE, 1984
FEL 1988 4EIT TATe] STeopa NS ARORBERERL P b THo .

1984 FFiTHTca M E T AiF, RFRITHFEMINICD, CABRORRBIR D -7, 1980 FEihh
FolkBESY s NFOIARL, (RILAEEZBMCTEIEBIITZELTBLT, —F
THBILL, FERENEZDRIS YV Al LRI ARR I ABEOEHEREDLD TE
Bole, bo L bITRBREPSEDIX, BHEINEILARRY Y OBRAZSRY, %< HE
MRBEEZT L THD. VU OHBXRROREZETIEIRP o, VTUMILIZIX
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