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basis, the country to which people and land belonged was clearly distinguished,
and on paper governments of the two countries strictly controlled the movements
of people in the borderland. However, the reality differed, and many people cros-
sed the borderland between the countries and traveled back and forth. Legally
recognized regular border crossings were permitted for official envoys, their de-
puties and their escorts, numbering about 100, which were exchanged several
times a year at regular intervals, merchants who conducted trade at the quechang,
the market officially sanctioned by the two countries, and householders who lived
along the border in the Hebei Circuit on the Song side who paid tax and labor ser-
vice to government offices of both Khitan and Song. In addition to these legal bor-
der crossers were merchants involved in smuggling and numerous other types of
illegal border crossers. Moreover, as an important example of illegal border cros-
sing the example of the many pilgrims from Song who thronged across the border
seeking to receive the Bodhisattva precepts from eminent priests at temples in
the western outskirts of the Khitan Yanjing can be cited.

In this article, I make clear that in East Asia of the 11th century there had
already existed the phenomenon of clearly distinguished boundaries separating the
territory of two states, which is generally thought to have appeared only after the
rise of the sovereign nation state in Europe.

The Perso-Ottoman Boundary and the Second Treaty of Erzurum in 1847
by
Morikawa Tomoko

Unlike the straight lines that form almost every national boundary in the Middle
East, the borderline between Iran and its western neighbors, Turkey and Iraq,
twists through mountainous terrain (2000 kilometers in length). Behind the estab-
lishment of this border, was the important role played by the Second Treaty of
Erzurum concluded in 1847 between Qajar Persia and the Ottoman Empire.

Although previous studies have pointed out this treaty had settled the fun-
damental borderline that is seen today in the region, there are two problematic
points concerning its role. It is clearly stated in the Treaty itself that the Second
Treaty of Erzurum was based on earlier accords and the settlement of the issue of
the borderline was as well. This is the first point revealing the weakness.of the
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treaty. The second point is that at the time of the conclusion of the Treaty a pre-
cise and specific borderline, which was quite different from traditional concepts of
a boundary, could not be settled on due to the conflicting interests of the Otto-
mans and the Qajars, and the matter was then left to the Turco-Persian Boundary
Commission.

Examining the first point, the Second Treaty of Erzurum can be traced back to
the First Treaty of Erzurum in 1823, and then further back to the Kerdan treaty
of 1746, which itself was based on the Zohab Accord of 1639. The Zohab Accord
was a peace agreement concluded by Shah Safi of the Safavid dynasty and Sultan
Murad IV of the Ottoman Empire. It settled the border between Persia and the
Ottomans by referring to some specific place names. A reexamination of those
place names of the 17th century reveals that while there are places that can still
be confirmed on current maps, many are unclear. On the other hand, in Islamic
societies, “extent of one’s sphere”, i.e. a province or area, had historically been
recognized as a boundary. Because of this vague and traditional concept of territo-
rial spheres, it was difficult to employ the modern European concept in the case of
more specific and precise border formation in the mid 19th century.

Concerning the second problem, it was necessary for the Turco-Persian Bound-
ary Commission to press for the rectification of this traditional conception of ter-
ritorial spheres found in Islamic societies. The Commission composed of represen-
tatives of the four powers, Qajar Persia, the Ottoman Empire, Great Britain and
Russia surveyed the land from the Shatt al-‘Arab in the south to Mt. Ararat in the
north over a four-year period from 1848-52, but due to the intense conflict of in-
terests between the Ottoman and the Qajar dynasties, only the Shatt al-‘Arab was
momentarily confirmed as an international boundary based on new maps drawn by
the Commission.

This was the reality of the national border issue concerning the Second Treaty
of Erzurum. Nevertheless, the movement to settle a more precise national border
in the mid 19th century under pressure from Great Britain and Russia promoted
change in the traditional concept of territorial spheres in these regions from one of
vague “areas” to one of precise and minute “lines” and brought European-style
modernization to the region at the same time.
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