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The growing societal demand for the assessment of higher education learning outcomes

not only at a course level, but also at a program level, have mobilized academics to redefine

disciplinary and transversal reference points. Within this context, initiatives have emerged
in the United States, the European Union, and Japan, aiming to generate shared

understandings of higher education learning outcomes by engaging faculty members in the

development of assessment tools such as “assignments,” “test items,” and “rubrics” that

clarify the relationship between abstract program-level learning outcomes and concrete

course-level learning outcomes.

Focusing on these initiatives, this study will examine how faculty are fostered expert

judgement for defining, teaching, and assessing higher education learning outcomes. The

study also identifies necessary conditions in which faculty are able to function as change

agents toward the institutional adoption of a learning systems paradigm.
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