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Ueda Kazutoshi and Script Reform
— Romanization of Japanese and Elimination
of Sino-Japanese Vocabulary ——

Kamola ARIPOVA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper examines the content of “New Script Theory”, suggested by Ueda Kazutoshi after the
Sino-Japanese War, focusing on the problem of Script Reform and describing the image of Japanese Language
(“Kokugo”) that Ueda wanted to establish. The aim of “New Script Theory”, suggested by Ueda, was to
eliminate Sino-Japanese Vocabulary (as the elimination of Chinese Characters was necessary in order to
establish Romanization of Japanese). The “Kokugo", that Ueda wanted to establish, was supposed to consist
of only native Japanese words and borrowed words from Western languages in their original writing. But it
was impossible to eliminate all of the Sino-Japanese Vocabulary, because of the strong influence of texts,
written in mixed characters of Kanji and Kana (“Kanjikanamajiribun”). Such texts required the use of Sino-
Japanese Vocabulary and were widely spread in that period. Therefore, the overall difficulty for Ueda’s plan to
be introduced was that Japanese style of writing texts, by mixing Kanji and Kana, has been fixed for many

years and represented a heritage of Japan.



