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That Fujian maritime trade thrived in this way was not only due
to Fujian occupying a coastal area, but also to the tendency of surplus
agricultural labor to turn to the sea for a livelihood. While relatively few
engaged in ship building or became shippers themselves, a very large
number became sailors on coastal and foreign-bound vessels. The large
number of people variously engaged in these maritime enterprises were

part of the reason for Fujian’s economic vigor.

THE SOCIAL STATUS OF THE CHIEFTAIN OF DESA
UEMURA Yasuo

This essay examines the kind of regulations pertaining to the social
status of the chieftain of Desa during the final organization of colonial
rule of Desa, Java since the beginning of the 19th century, and those
regulations of his social status during the reorganization of that rule. This
essay also examines the way in which the chieftain of Desa was viewed
by the inhabitants of Desa. The reorganization was intended to standardize
the ruler’s position within the social and political environment of Desa.
Yet the chieftain’s social position was strongly connected to the presence
or absence of intervention by indigenous authorities. Generally, when the
chieftain cooperated with local authorities, his social position was heigh-
tened. As long as he was not despotic, the local inhabitants, in one re-
spect, recognized the necessity of the chieftain of Desa’s social status. The
essay shows then that the authority of the chieftain of Desa was still con-
sidered an object of worship. Yet it also reveals, in other respects, that
there were tendencies which gradually brought about the destruction of
the relationship between the chieftain of Desa and the local inhabitants.



