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{English Summary)

Roman Imperialism in the East from Hadrian
to Marcus Aurelius

Tadafumi KUWAYAMA

The Emperor Hadrian withdrew his army from the area beyond the Euphrates
and stopped governing Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria as Roman provinces.
This may appear to have been against the policy of the former Emperor Trajan, who
had originally created the provinces after the Parthian War. However, it is worth
noting that Trajan himself had already converted some areas in the provinces into de-
pendent kingdoms during his reign in order to allay the rebellious mood of the indig-
enous peoples. Hadrian succeeded and completed this process of changing the direct
rule over them into an indirect one. Rome thus successfully retained its influence
over most kingdoms beyond the Euphrates.

However, this caused conflict between Rome and Iberia, a kingdom in the centre
of the Caucasus. During Hadrian’s reign, Rome extended its power over Colchis and Ar-
menia, east and south of Iberia. This prevented Iberia from expanding its territory, ob-
liging it to cooperate with the Alani, who lived in the northern Caucasus. The situa-
tion of the northeast frontier was an unstable element in the Roman control of the
area beyond the Euphrates.

When Antoninus Pius acceded to the throne, the situation changed. He summo-
ned Pharasmanes, the king of Iberia, to Rome and forced him to acknowledge
Roman sovereignty. Rome thus gained firm control of the Caucasus, the hinterland
of Armenia, and the stabilization of its influence over the area from the Black Sea
coast to Armenia led to the creation of Rome’s great advantage over Parthia. This is
why Marcus Aurelius was able to deal with the Parthian invasion and strike back
easily, and why Septimius Severus was able to create provinces in Mesopotamia.
The period from Hadrian to Antoninus Pius, in which the Roman Empire is general-
ly believed to have been peaceful and defensive, must have been crucial for the estab-

lishment of the hegemony of Rome in the East.





