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The Intimate Relationship with “My Guest”:
Case Studies on Filipino Karaoke Bar Girls and their relationships between Japanese Guests in

the Philippines

Yumeno TAGAWA

Keywords : sex industry, sex related work, wage labor, intimacy, Philippines

Taking the case of a Japanese karaoke bar (JKTV: Japanese Karaoke TV') in Metro Manila,
which is one of the most popular sex-related industries in the region, this article examines the
intimate relationship constructed through market exchange by the Filipino karaoke bar girls and
their Japanese guests in the Philippines.

Previous studies demonstrated that the use of money as a means of social exchange would
lead to the destruction of social bond. Recently, some sociologists objected to this idea, arguing
that the use of money as a means of social exchange is not solely focused on the trade of fixed-
value commodities, but it also includes the process where the value and content of the commodity/
service in question are negotiated during the course of exchange, especially among the persons with
intimate relationships.

However, these objections are based on the well-established concept of “intimate sphere”
as opposed to “public sphere.” This paper investigates the quality of relationships constructed
between Filipino sex workers and their (predominantly male-Japanese) guests at one JKTV located
in one of the most famous red-light districts in Metro Manila. Whether this relationship can
still be regarded only as a fixed-value trade, is one of the major inquiries of this research. In such
situations, expressions of intimacy do not always turn out to be ‘performed’ (therefore ‘fake’ and
‘commoditized’) ones. The encounter between a Filipino karaoke bar ‘girl’ and a Japanese ‘guest’
at a JKTV can spark a specific relationship from the moment the ‘guest’ requests his favorite girl.

They can share fun, romantic and even sensual attitude that lasts within a specific time duration.
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Employing the concept of “selective commitment”, this article presents case studies focusing on the
communication between the host (Filipino JKTV girls) and the guest (male Japanese customer).
'This study suggests an alternative way in which persons forge intimate relationship with others in

an era of globalization.
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