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/e/ in Cantonese
Shigeru SHIMIZU

According to S. Egerod’s system, the most simplified phonemic writing at the
present, there are eight vowels in Cantonese: faa/, [a/, [el, /i/, [o], /4], Ju/ and
/y/. Of these, /e/ is subdivided according to origin. One type comes from [*i],
and the other from [*a]. /e/ combined with the three finals /eq/ [e:g] and /ek/
[ezk] belongs to the former, and /e/+/zero/ [e:] to the latter.

It is evident that most /eq/ words (tzu Z£) may also be pronounced as /ig/
[egl, and a half of /ek/ words may similarly be pronundced as /ik/ [ek]; and /iq/
or /eq/ as the first word of a compound consisting to two words, is more often
pronounced as [eg], whereas as the second, or as a single word it is more apt to
be pronounced as [eg] ; and sometimes [eg] and [exg] are used without clear dis-
tinction. From this fact, we may say [ep] is the emphatic pronounciation of [en]
in the same phoneme /ig/. And [ezk] is similarly the emphatic form of /ik/ [ek],
although in this case the problem is not as simple as with /ig/.

e/ + |zero/ may be explained as /a/+/zero/, because /a/ is the only phoneme
without an ending /zero/.

Thus if /y/ is identified with /u/, as in Dr. Y. R. Chao’s “Cantonese Primer?,
and /e/ is identified with /i/ or fa/ as proposed in this paper, phonemic vowels in
Cantonese could be simplified into six: [aa/(/a/ better), /a/(/e/ better), /ij, [of, |8/
and /u/.

1. [KBE3E (Cantonese) (&, 455 F Mandarin), W55, WA S, K55 (Hakka)
L%, MEEBOEEICUTENRGETH AP, 1256, LUAHREROIEEGE,
ik, BHEERRNETH S, CC T, Cantonese LMHTIFHIN S D EERL
T, IEREEEIESR. COhER, HEDEEEDD L, KM 20 & Ut s T
FEah, S5V ODPOINFFTCSTENEBD, T TR, ZOBEEHREBEALLNT
WBEMNTB LUBEED TR ZINSEEENE LT 5,

[ERGEE, PEBO—-HETHsIhES, JHZIIRT, B, MAZETIAES
NIZIRRE OHIEP B Th o1z tcw, JAMEFED S EEN 82217 TE{LT 5
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CEpi, BUNEBOTIE, MEEOEE T 5 LA HE & dh s ) I md LI
BEEUTOS, 20T, LHAEO—EME LTTREL, HOMERREEA 2 BE
VHBEDTH S,

I oL, [LHGEED, JWAHELHICHEIN DI, DXD LI BEELH2,. 200
&0k, RN, HMERBOWTEL »LTETESOROMTH 5T, T2 AT ALFKM
U, C&ig, 16fffic, o hwabsilfiz, 19, 4 F ) A0EEBE2ET, EREH
tutcc s, 513, EAERDEZ L, by hHEL, ZEALLHEEHS
THHLEBETE ST, AEEOBEMHBZ L, RHELOKE»S, T—0v 9/ NICHF
SNTHD, BETY, MEARME & EREY, EEEIHLE LTI TR
b5, FiE, BAOZO03—v o fEERHTE, LEETHEL TS EWHE
Ed T, LHLHEEE, BOEHEDLICUT, 4EAICEX, dobbh TR,

1, WHHEL S ERNSEERZT a1, CHAAERELEZS E, HO
HEFEOREE? X & &Y, fFciER: (final) T, BE (~10ii) R {UcimEE
INTHEEOURRPHEBNLISBEL TV L C &, HRPEZBOMESZICE 5T, HE
BEm30TH5,

2. CZTHEDY R0, RHEEEOEA: fnal) 55, THFH (main vowel)
DFEFH (phoneme) /e/ T DWTTH 5,

IEHRFEDEE (vowel) OFfEIL, FEGEOEBER I LS & HNRT, 28D L5
TETAILH B,

D BBRcBEEORGH Y, 20BEICX 5T, BAEE: (unaspirated and voiceless
initial) M A (entering tone) Tk, B & & icahbi 3™,

2) Bk (middle vowel) 237202 &, U7z o C, [REEFEDFANE, §7°C, I (Initial)
+V (Vowel)+E (Ending) &5 stz b CIRETX 5,

[JRREROAERILC DN T, HlE - BOROFEEILL 5T, WANALLAABN, %
d, dAEIRT, [LHBEOERERZRTEIDOTH 72, VU x1C, FAE (phone-
tics) BRER & 75 CTHEILINIZDIE, Daniel Jones and Kwing-tong Woo:
“A Cantonese Phonetic Reader,” London, 1912. Th 55, 20, HEe (S. L.
Wong) 38, 19414Eic Y BEHRE " &0 5 BFE—F—FZOLEEEFMEED LI, Th
& BEDECE, o YEMTE ARETI LBDNS L OTH B, 2O,
EEEECETRE L RAUEH S, V4 5T (phonology) KB - T
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Wh, 12120, UT, EFEORGIEH TS E XK, COFERVITUVIEERT S,

X 51z, Y. R. Chao (nfE) 4 “Cantonese Primer” TiX, W< 5 EEM
(phonemics) (7B % AT, 734 (tones) 3 o5 U k0 AL D ZRAMEMBHA s,

TR UT, FEENSEEZ & LU T, Chao Lo CP. OoXRId2HHL 2D,
HUWETE2EE LD, Ko M. A. Barnett “A Transcription for Cantonese—
‘Notes on Mr. Yuen Ren Chao’s “Cantonese Primer” B.S. O. A. S. XIII-3, London,
1950. Td - TYE DRI 3 [LHFEOHE: (final) 12T, HFAFIICEEL TIER
INNEBHEDT, ZN2O2FCHT LD,

L M S L S L L S/L S L L L

ar a a e 1 it y: ox o a! um
azl ai ei oy ol il
wu  au i , ou

axm am imm

a:n an im  ym en omn wn
a:p a-yg ap [3¢1] 1y ecey Uy 21p

atp  ap izp

azt at itt yit et ot urt
ak a-k ak ek exk Uk otk

L=§#%; M=% ; S=4gis

D> b, d,a,¢ 1, 0o (TN BEE) 1, BIEE (particle) iz Ldd 5phizly, Z0D
RiE, B2, BAORISEY, VBHA, TEBHUIHBRTH S LEDN.

Z DI, M - Ep SEMNERUCEEORE OB ERREEIEE T H—A do
50, 1958) pp. 9~10, PRBES “MGEHSHE’ p. 183 OHEEK S, HHEMEKLT
5, Bamett LHAMITE, VoL xTHA, CRHE Barnett OHERLOBY
Wi, BIFZ UL 5D VEREB2 I RV IEY, [é] L [a] &EBEL, [0l & [b] &
BOIELTO A0, XBETHS, bbAA, FEOLIOE, W bbdhs, LA
i, [oceg] DT & %%, [eeg]l LHODIN S,

ST, COX5uEEE R (phonemics) Mic, BWHLT, o—<F{LT 30K,
Barnett EAHDREL B H, 2NUTVL SPEELMAT, AMLLIEO, K P.K
Whitaker: “1200 Chinese Basic Characters,” London, 1958. ¥ L ¢* S.L. Wong
W2 “Cantonese Conversation Grammar,” Hong Kong, 1963. (LI G.C.G. LHEFR)
DAV IRKIETD 5.
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DYETIE, BERC MEA—B, EED oK k- T, BHVHIATOS
W, WINEARERANTHRRL LS L0508, EHREOEFHRLISNIERESDY,
B LB,

HHRMNT S > & 3 ISBAUIZEEDN 3D, Chao KOEHEEZTIz& 0 vbh 3
Sgren Egerod KDFHTHH, »hid, 20% “The Lungtu Dialect” (BE#5),
Copenhagen, 1956, p. 12 24\ T, EHE[HEE (Standard Cantonese) DFFEHRT
(phonemic writing) %, 2¥D X512 bbb LT, T Tid, AEE (initial) »i3xx,
MDA ZHIT B,

Final Consonants (Ending)

/P/ /m/ [w/
[t/ /n/
13/
I/ /4/ [n]
Vowels and vowel clusters
/Y71 Ty:l
/1] [elliz] /u/ [o][uz]
181 [81lce:]
/el [e] o [a]
[a/ [a]
[aa/ [a:]

/il is pronounced [e] before /k/, /q/, and /j/, and is pronounced [iz] before /p/,
/m/, /n/, /w/, and [zero/.

fuf is pronounced [o] before /k/, /q/, and /w/, and is pronounced [u:] before /t/,
/n/, [j/s and [zero/. .

/#/ is pronounced [#] before /t/, /n/, and /j/, and is pronounced [ce:] before /k/,
/q/, and /zero/. ' o

T, HEMCEE I SERRTH A, B8, oz 5 BEONEEEIES 5, 1
&, [yl & o/ [w] i3, Chao #+d C. P. p. 22 Cix, ED0D “0” THIDS
i, '

[uz] After labials (except m) and when initial
u{[y:] After other intials (except ng)

EDDH, TDOFEME, Egerod [ROFEHL, HOBIZWELS, 20% %, MATXS
TTH5, ZNRITEE, TCTHRULI ETHDIE, OO fef [&] &5 pho-
neme 33, EXWVIEBEFHFOPENITELTH 3,

23, PLTFDZFi, Egerod KOEHEEL2HERT 2,
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3. re/ [ex] i&, Barnett KDERAFITROLNS T EL
Je+zero/, leq/, [ek/
t, 2@ Ending 11, 32 E¥o6h5, Thid, fd vowel i 5NT, § L7220,
LB e, el b5, BABY, FSLUTULSLW phoneme Th -7l &2 FHIE 5,
Z T, Jeql, [ek] wHET 5 on T, CSPP.C. (p. 21) THNTHS &, [eq/
id, D EXO4EDHETY D 5, _
feq/ ol B W5, %, 57, &7, & & 8 I B IE & 8, ¥ 8, &,
. %, %, 6 8 B OW & & I Om B O R M B R W B
B, B2, ¥, W, W

Zm5 5, FIEDFEY, FUH (pp. 28-30) D/iq/ [ip] (Barnett [ig], Egerod [eg])
CAFEL
D 6ADADS, fig) DRPITESIZS D, 2L, oM TH, 5T &, fiq/
EnBERDB.

# Nleq/ (52 UWD)—HfF Mliq caj/ (N aF—4)

CCORFNITONT, BREE - B,

“STERFES eg (Tsb b fig) HOTE, MFETHE g (Tbb feq) BTH A, I
EaE, ‘e OXIEFIX mep (/miq/) T, HAFEFIE mey (fmeq)), T DOEHEEFIX ten
(/thiq/)), HEETE t'en (/theq)), ‘B DIFETIZ tseg (/ciq/), AFEEL tsey (/ceq)) Th
%, RO ey (feq)) BMOFIRII EAEEHOFEET, BADT LD ey (feq)) FRITY

, SGEBF EOFEEORBID I, 12E A, HP tseg (feeq)) HENIT”,
ERNTNS,

chuc ki, —R, BT /i BHAEET /eq/ K2 b X5 THDH, %5 LEdNE
B, AETH, BAUEN feq/ & fig) ERBFINIZEDVWH S, LA, I8
2E, B ARRICE > THTF TV Y X2V THWA,

%% [ciq haj/®» (Jz77--12) i [kon ceq/®® (EHERL)
&, CP. O Th, ZODOREVERELINTVE, 2305 HR0L o dThIT,
& [siq jam/ (T A)UV>—p [jat seq/ (D& T AP
T [siq si/ (LB [saaq seq/ (EIE, LMD C &HP
BRH [siq jat/ (—HUw 507K /pik seq/ (ph R Hic 3o %I
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Fath [ciq san/ GESSH B) VRS /how ceq/ (FZWLAAKN & )

DE5 b OnH 5, Ths0EiR, WwIhd, CP. » CCM. Oub»bREHL
12EDT, ABELTAVLERTVEEDTH S, -

LNSDP» 5, PESOEALALTEIHaNS. 2hid,

D) ZFORGED EOFI, fig) iz h 3L, TOFE jeq/ Tz hwF W0,

D —FHT, B UTHWSNA E X, feq/ D, ToEAE, — F, B
EBZOPITH B, “H I, 20Eb, BEEOH LI, 12X AR, WZEA" pampam
seq/ (OB, “HIHE" /wuwuseq/ GRITHEOBEE S ED X vbshns e,
fseq/ Wiz AV, iz, B O, StooaA” desGE, 1D ?Cﬁ;f:%%ﬂ%ﬁl'c“&)of,
TOLE, W R—FORERALLUTMOSLNTWVADTH S, M 2ohIg, [ceq/ &
FHEans (B O, TOFW, BEAEVDY, LT, BEic@mEaIns iy
THA 5, '

U bEoBEm»Sd 5 C EnER TN, CoiEdl, leq/ i, /iq/ EER TS TX]
23208 DTRL, LA, /iq) BEDEDED BAHE (position) 1Tk - T (em-
phasis) INICIDOLMBRTE B L3 1CES. d-&3, /ig/ Z2HFHOEN, MLEOMNE
(position) % &N, %3 Jeq/ EBEVIDTEL, fig »Z20FHRFET28D%
BN, UL, Z20EDV, Zhke leq/ LFEELTH, BOBEHRLMRLT, BkE
DEHZERICTCEDEVEAL SV 5T, FHRPXATAHAE U TOFER LD MR
BRIV,

2% b, Jeq/ 13, fig/ OB H3RF (emphasis) EEALNHDTH 5, |LHH
BWT, EEEEY, Lk 2mfictsnT, EELT 26, /a/ & (aa/ DHW
I RENE, e A,

iy [saqmiq/P® ~JE4 [sin saaq/CY
D S OENEZENTH S, TN T, BERE - ABLE, /saq/ »FBH, /saaq/
POBZFET A0 Bz, 25 @b E 50,

DI, /ek/ b, leq/ EFU ISR TE 2L 0AE, Thid, feq/:/iq/ DX
REEOENT, HOTE, D% DEF (tone) ORELDHATET, COMMTH 5.

2T, CGSPDC. itk 5T, [0kl T72bb Jek/ HRZEOHET2HIT LS.

B O @ ML s w % R R WE Y R B E S U
A OB oW B RO R



ZDH b,
B M & F K X B ¥ 8 R
D103, [ik/ [kl WRA S, Thbid, feq/ DEHWERU & ST, fik/ DM EHEA
LN BTREMED D B,

DXL, OTHITFTONT, EERROEETE, £5»20bN TV o, TOk
ROTRERZ T 2 LWVbNn B8 Q008FEFHD 12k - T, WRTHLS.

M E—AETI, R, FAEoTs, K, ki Z etc. (GSP.D.C. /iik/)
% (A—EBOWE) #H # B—AETZE, 20, AE0F, K, i et
(C.S.P.D.C. /cik/)

—— AR+, ey (% CS.P.D.C. /kik/)

B W—— A, At G CGS.P.D.C. /jik/)

A B O BE—AESTDE, BEY & EERID)

B—AEHE8, fEY), REoT, &%, @, 5, 9 etc. (GS.P.D.C. /thik/)
R R (REABH—AFEFZE, BAY, @AE0F, & (CS.P.D.C. /chik))
chirbR%E, CSPDC. T [ik/ BELSVED,

D #, & B Roksk, RETRAEOXFEY. ikl L0 5RB2H2 O,

2 Wz, B AD X3, RUITEY, /ik/ 282800,

THHT LD s, DEh, BIE, fik/ LVSBEBREHIVES, BALV ik %
HoTWizhsd, 2UT, 8256 /ik/ »HELUTRIL DOTHSS &, BEIND,
12120, lek/ & fik/ EDHVISI, BIROEEET, feq/ & fig/ O X5 FOMEIC
Yo TENT 20 EOOEANA EDITLVDT, leq/ DX 3E, fig) OMFALIL, D
MIZNETABD B,

ZNnE b 50 Lo, [REETHE, p, t, k &5 FHEEE (consonant ending) %>
DT, L (main vowel) 23, HHED DI, HF 1 [65], LRFD, REOLD
i3, HIE- [33], &5 (tone) 1 ADH, A5 T, [ik/ k] MRFHETE, &,
[ek/ [e()k] ERETE, P R2FWH 5, 1TEAR

| B /pik 1/—/pek—/
W Jzik 7 /—/zek—/
8 /phik 7/-/phek—/®®
WZENTH 5, Chbid, EFFOEMCE 55T, BRCHERLEMLIZEITH S,
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i, T ik D55, *F, M, B, W, K, B Ok, fck), *# (chik), *#,
# (BLL fsik) BHEREEODE, BETH 5, 2055, *HIOFR, dAROCE L,
[ek] ZAFHTE>FTH 55, HEEINTLW,

INBI, BALVETTS 5120, lek/ 2T, hIicz 512109, HiHic
£oT, ikl 3HFLL 128D, HBWVIE, ¢ ch, s V5, [EF (palatal)®® 23,
Al 2OTNT, BED XS st EED, BRECELRLOTHS 3 b, WFUCLT
b, [ik/ OHFEL ¢, ch, s EVHIOFFICOIEH VDA, HLTWAT &3, BE
TNETHAS,

CDEIRTHS &, [ek/ X, [ik/ BN DTH 5, leq/ & fig DL
I, —DDFED, BMAINITLEIOBENI X3, VBTN LE I THED, &,
T, [cik/=/cek/, [chik/s/[chek/, [sik/s/[sek/ D& 51z, IO HVIZREHEL T 54
DT, ZOOFERVIE-ED L, BREDOLPOVERINVT EFEW, [ek/ 3, [ik/
DRFRZEHVEZBAT, HLDFR LT, QICHrOTE2MA TR, VWbhO3%EE
(changed tone) BIZLHU LS5 E D HOPNTLIND TS 3 D,

3T, le] ZfEoHRk e/, [eq/, lekl D5 B, [eql, [ek/ &, [iq), [ik/ 25500, fiq/,
[ik] UG AT ERINLIL, ZNTI, le/+/zero/ 12 E 5 THAH 5 », [e/+/zero] i,
ZOREPOZFELH, /il EBHRLZRW, e/ BT 574, FEEFITENT, KH
BO=ScB T 5 (Mla) F£TH 5P, NS (fa) &, BUNLHGETIX, [aa/
Els3, 2T [aal ¥, iFCL” 2BNUT, €Fkh, [l & -0eBZBabns,
WE, /a/+/zero] E S EFERR A &, Barnett [$ix, BhEE (particle) OAHITH B LN
W, D% { DFEF L, Barnett By £ CCG. 23 ADT, LT 5, D
Vowel O#F#7%, Ending [zero/ % & 5Diz, [a/ TR ITI B ENIDE, TLIRBE
HNEZON, BPRIENTOWADTERZNIZA 5, 2F b, fe/+/zerof [e] 5%
NThs,

4. [EHGED e/ 1%, BALVHIOEEZFED, [/e/+/zerol & [eq/, [ek/ EBIDH
LR1IEST, XVd2F 128D ThHS, 2UT, [eql, lek/ 3, [iq/, [ik/ EZhid
Ei3-> S HWKPPBEHIN TN &, FHiT feq/ & /ig) & T, M & 2HMHBR
LEDND EOPERLT S ETADD, JDFEE (phoneme) 9% X b, [ap] &, /ig/
DO EDDEETRET, [ek/ 1, BBMEITFET A5, BU L5 1Cho0A 5 AlREH
HaHrTE, TOXIRTDD [an), [ek] % /iq/, [ik/] O¥HILTEEEFZA, [e/+zero
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[] %2, [a/+zero XIRFUTIUL, e/ LWV S FEREL 8B, »UT, [RHREOEXEH
DEHE,
laal, [al, [il, [o], |d], [u]
EVSRDETHLENTELIDOTED 2D, b U, Jaal % [a/, [a] % [e] LES
L BRIE, 0
/al, [lel, [il, lof, 8], [a]

ETBLENTE LD,
(196448 H)

(EE) v, 79 7 REPRFOENIKERE UT, *EEOEBEER” L0 IUHEBEDL &,
1960~19614E % v a v THHERK I T ID S 1L RBO—-HTH 5, [en] & [emp] 25, MBicX3ZEMhLS L
WZ iz, 20EE, EBRER I > TRUIIY, TORILTE, EBREREOZLY 23T 5129,
FAEXE L THT B iUz, [ek] & [ek] b, bIZUORUTE, AoRKBDLNIY, #
EYPHTRDT, BRALLP -T2, RREZEFLTIACIST, HAESKZ L E2HRET S,

Q) FEN: AREZECHES, Jbs, 1950 ks, 1L, BECSLO%EH, 1) dbhdE 2) B
HE, 3) WEE, b BAE, 5 FKGE, 6) BHE, 7) WRAEE, 8) MIESSoxs5033h%
T3 (BFELEE BELSESME b, 1960), 25k (“Language and dialect”, The China Year
Book 1937 issue, third of Publication, NIIZ#IFR “LHicis s REOFHELH " XHE X~
4) ¥ X, Y.R. Chao (“Cantonese Primer” pp. 4~5) } L hic#L,

Q) FRES bid clhid, ) BER 2) &KHGK 3 BER 9 WER, 5 HEERESY
b, RHEAHSHARGER "W AFEEEFEFM (BN, 1958) Tk, EHEEDOH FHE 2\
DRFTTWBED, ZORPIE, FRAE, MAES (EHE, BN cB32i085{shahs,
Zhbe0Z s, ) ME, 2) kg, 3) AL 4 &M, B s shTws, CORBONER,
121E, MEO 2), 3), 4 wEML, conhic, BEEIBER EHEETELLIERRI, &
W5,

¥ (3) #Eigwe (S. L. Wong) : ‘354" (“A Chinese Syllabary Pronouced According to the
Dialect of Canton”, PIF CS.P.D.C. XWgBR) ki, 1941, P. 2 ‘ﬁ@%urﬁﬂl%ﬁkﬁ{zﬁﬂ’g%ﬁ, N
MEELUARBEEOEREET, BBIRNEEREMNEESB”. Y. R, Chao (MTE) : “Cantonese
Primer” (P F C.P. LE§ERS 3) Cambridge, Mass. 1947, p. 6 “Since the dialect of Canton City
has considerable cultural prestige and is regarded more or less as the standard form of Cantonese,

it is the usual form of Cantonese foreigners or Chinese from other provinces would expect to

learn. It may be noted that, while the form of Cantonese changes more and more as one travels

south from Canton down the Canton-Kowloon Railway, the dialect in Kowloon and Hongkong

is nearer to that of metropolitan Canton than to those of the neighboring districts.”

I (4) Z=54E : ibid. ; YR. Chao C.P. p.240. $ L5 A, SEOBMNED S, ZOHE, ELTFOX
Zbdobhs,

G BFEREREDH, MEREER ERREORE” WE, 1942
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£ (6) B.S.O.AS. XIII, p. 732

(D) BEEBIR : “PREESER’, H, 1957, p. 130

@) #ME—F: ERBOFR” (WEBEPEAE ‘HEZEEER” HE, 1958, p. 167)

H(0) D : MREFEOTHERICOWT’, MEEE 70, 1958, 1, pp. 3~5.

R0 BEEE - B dbid. p. 14, ' }

# @ CP. p. 131

B (9 ibid. p. 189,

9 ibid p. 113.

B () ibid. p. 115,

@ CCG. 2 p. 1.

B 19 ibid. I-1, p. 25.

B () ibid. I-1, p. 97.

B 09 ibid. 12, p. 103,

# 19, @ CP.p. 7L

@ @) C.CG. Lesson 55 iz, £ HBINHOD LTS,

@ CP.p 157

B 6 ibid. p. 101.

B @) BHEEZE - [P dbid p. 14.

B ME3HLETRE CSPDC. p. 21 %5108 pp. 31~32.

# @ cf. Barnett, ibid. p. 726.

@ Ending [k/ 2253 3 0T3, MEEY, OBOHHAShIZE X1, BESLZAHELT,
S LW SENH D,

HHT /haklugkoq/ (34, C.P. p. 167)~Hf§ /haakpaan/ (C i34, C.P. p. 107)
COLEd, BELE-TY, PHCEs S, AT, KIZL, ®HEEE, CSPDC kX
& C.CG. T4 T, & §ic [haak/ %@ﬁ{géig&)f, Barnett Fix, b OEENE, [4-k] &
UT, [aik], [ak] &R0 5. (Barnett : ibid. p. 732).

B 09 mEEEZE ibid p. 197,

@) EH MRS dbw, 1957 TR, [6] % e [em] % em, [en] % en &EELT 3,
122U, [el] % ae, [¢y]l 2 ei ¢EDT AR Y, AUEER, JOoERPHEHLIZY LTHWAEHET, &
[GECGACS =T AV AR '



