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SETTING “MY OWN SIGNAL” FOR EARLY EVACUATION

Katsuya YAMORI, Kensuke TAKENOUCHI and Yasuyuki KANO

It is not safe to rely totally on disaster informations (early warnings) provided by Japanese Meteorolog-
ical Agency and local government in the case of evacuations from extremely local and temporal heavy
rain disasters. This type of information should be utilized effectively, however, it is more important for
local residents to set “my own signal” for early ecavuation. We can find a couple of good practices in the
2017 heavy rain disaster in Northern Kyushu, in which local people saved their lives successfully by their
own, based on a “my own signal” framework. It is necessary to make full use of various types of infor-
mation, including historical knowledge on regional disasters in the past and actual observations by local
people on on-going emergent phenomena. A radical reconstruction of the relationship between infor-
mation producer (governmetal oraganizations) and user (local people) is needed for future improvement
of disaster reduction, rather than a straightforward advancement of disaster information technology itself.
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