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Jinhu SHEN: Decline of Arable Land and New Development of Land Policy in China

In China, government and Mass Media usually praise the success of agricultural production using
a word that more than 20 percent population are fed in China with only 7 percent of arable land
of the world. This word, however, has also signified the situation of insufficiency of land resource
in the country. Indeed, according to the State Statistical Bureau of China, the total arable land
has decreased 12 percent from 108 million hectors in 1952 to 95 million hectors in 1996 now, and
per-capital arable land did 58 percent in same period.

In this paper, we first review the quantitative decrease of arable land; and discuss the
authenticity and background of this decrease; then survey the new development of land policy,
such as policies of farmland protection from industrialization and urbanization and new systems
for the paid use of state-owned land, after the economic, reforms.
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£1 PEOPMERICET 2 3 DOMEHEE (B4 : 75 ha)
: 1978 1985 1994 1996 199471978 | 1994-1978
B R 9939 9685 9491 9490 0.955 -448
T EHRF (B) 12740 12518 12290 - 0.965 -450
BEEVHR(C) - - - 13000 - -
B / A : 1.282 1.293 1.295 -
cC / A : - - - 1.370
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4| BHE | MU | I (ER B BR | e | aer |RH | B | BHEM |k Bk
WA | WAL | B | | | fpe | S| BFY | mRe | ma | mE | ERE | R

1949 | 97880 - . - - - 353 - - - -
1952 | 107920 425 - - - - 425 684 | 109029 1085 543
1953 | 108530 610 - - - - 445 - -1 1113 417
1954 | 109350 826 - - - - 467 - -1 1166 339
1955 | 110160 802 - - - - 497 - -1 1711 393
1956 | 111830 1668 - - - - 558 943 | 113331 | 5723| 1352
1957 | 111830 5 - - - - 6411 1691 114162 4355 994
1958 | 106900 | 4929 - - - - 7441 17481 109392 6099 849
1959 | 104580} -2322 - - - - 883 - — | 5450 742
1960 104860 282 - - - - 820 - — | 4144 511
1961 103310 -155]}28986 - - - — 1127195 | 639 888 | 104837 | 1441 185
19621 102900 | -408 = - - - 428 776 104104 1199 126
1963 | 102730| -176 - - - - 316 - -1 1530 175
1964 | 103310 585 - - - - 377 = -1 2911 436
1965 | 103590 282 - - - - 490 - — | 3426 416
1966 | 102960 | -636 - - - - 549 - — | 4533 434
1967 | 102560 | -394 = - - - 567 - — | 3904 321
1968 | 101550 | -1011 - - - - 626 - - 3413 258
1969 | 101460 -93 - - - - 666 - - | 3479 260
1970 | 101140} -325 - - - - 705 - - | 3884 326
1971 | 100700 -436 - - - - 739 - — | 4525 306
1972 | 100610 -84 681 157 191 - - 765| 828| 1171| 102609 | 4636 286
1973 | 100210} -402 670 150 189 - - 1072 903 | 1295 102408 | 4983 354
1974 99910 -301 740 133| 199 - - 1041|1014 1406| 102330| 5002 385
19751 99710 -204 789 | 128 - - - 9931|1128 | 1483| 102321 4974 428
19761 99390 -320 733| 155 - - - 105311235 1579 102204 | 4926 429
19771 99250| -141 670 133 - - - 8111|1306 1673| 102229 | 4793 476
1978 99390 142 943 | 145 - - - 8011327 | 1657 | 102374 | 4496 420
1979 99500 109 1043 132| 106 - - 9341323 | 1756 102579 4489 546
1980 | 99300| -193 748 98 - - - 94111328 1783| 102411 4552 513
1981 99040 —-268 755 50 - - - 1023|1377 1797 102214| 4110 637
19821 98610 -431 432 61 77 - - 863 | 1464 | 1954 | 102028 | 4496 861
1983 98360 -247 522 71 87 - - 7691493 | 2015| 101868 | 6324 | 1098
1984 | 97850 505 1078 991 154 - - 1583 | 1488 22121] 101550 | 8254 -
1985 96850 | -1008 590 134 92 97| 1275| 15981458 2736 101044 | 8337 | 1473
1986 96230| -616 4921 110 59 85| . 854 1108|1385| 3672| 101287 | 5541 -
1987 | 95890 | -341 4771 105 52 58 603 8181382 4508| 101780| 5733 752
1988 | 95720 -167 478 88 37 38 482 6451|1401 | 5066 | 102187 | 5884 823
1989 95660 -66 452 70 35 27 386 5181|1448 | 5372 | 102480 5023 -
1990 95670 17 484 66 30 37 334 4671545 | 5179 102394 5209 1030
1991 95650 -20 468 72 33 21 362 48811786 | 5318 102754 5595 1244
19921 95440 -217 5221 132 64 24 519 73911901 5818 103159| 6030| 1442
1993 | 95100 -335 3971 161 86 24 461 73211988 | 6432| 103520| 5903| 1315
1994 94910 -194 515 133 80 33 463 70911952 | 7264 | 104126| 59931 1253
19957 - 94970 64 685 112 85 32 392 62111932 |- 8098 | 105000/ 4967 1243
1996 | 94900 -66 = - - - - — 11920| 8553 | 105373 | 4916| 1375
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®3 BHIFHHBEROZL (847 F ha)
R ER (T ha) MR ELE (%) T i

e ) 4 BEE
1952 | 1957 | 1977 | 1996 |1952-57|1957-77(1977-96|1957-96| (7T/ha)

B 8 | 1554.0| 1490.0| 1271.0| 1105.0 | -4.1 | -14.7 | —13.1 | 25.8 | 2240
4 w| 607.9| 562.7| 432.0| 396.3| -7.4 | -23.2 | -8.3 | -29.6 | 2216
ES #| 550.0 | 544.8| 475.7 | 424.7| -2.5 | -12.7 | -10.7 | -22.1 | 1494
E WE| 387.3| 382.5| 363.1| 284.0| -1.2 | -5.1 | -21.8 | -25.8 | 3246
A B M 8| 31583.0 | 31946.0 | 26290.0 [ 23967.0 | 1.1 | -17.7 | -8.8 | -25.0 | 1822
# #| 4662.0 | 4722.7 | 4046.3 | 3960.8| 1.3 | -14.3 | -2.1 | -16.1 | 830
& | 4790.3 | 4829.3 | 3841.3| 3369.6| 0.8 | -20.5 | -12.3 | -30.2 | 1204
it #| 9182.7 | 9152.6| 7348.2| 6664.5| -0.3 | -19.7 | -9.3 | —27.2 | 1800
i #%| 5808.5| 5825.2| 4672.8| 4435.4| 0.3 | -19.8 | -5.1 | -23.9 | 2288
18 | 1468.0| 1479.3| 1302.5| 1196.5| 0.8 | -11.9 | -8.1 | -19.1 | 2262
i | 2041.0 | 2079.9 | 1840.2 | 1615.2| 1.9 | -11.5 | -12.2 | -22.3 | 3295
I %| 3630.7 | 3857.3| 3238.7| 2725.3| 6.2 | -16.0 | -15.9 | —29.3 | 2163
# 1 R | 25732.5 | 25393.6 | 21645.3 | 20276.0 | -1.3 | -14.8 | 6.3 | -20.2 | 1124
b | 4537.0 | 4435.1| 3865.3 | 3361.1| -2.2 | -12.8 | -13.0 | -24.2 | 825
| 4623.1| 4541.7 | 3921.1| 3633.2| -1.8 | -13.7 | -7.3 | -20.0 | 705

) Wi| 8956.0 | 8870.7 | 7172.7| 6773.7| -1.0 | -19.1 | -5.6 | -23.6 | 1515
il Jb| 7616.4 | 7546.0 | 6686.2 | 6508.0| 0.9 | -11.4 | -2.7 | -13.8 | 1124
£ ST b | 23692.0 | 24245.0 | 20803.0 | 19325.0 | 2.3 | -14.2 | —7.1| -20.3 | 1767
' JIl| 7468.0 | 7706.0 | 6686.7 | 6168.4| 3.2 | -13.2 | -7.8 | -20.0 | 1731
it | 4015.9 | 4172.3 | 3779.9| 3340.5| 3.9 | -9.4 | -11.6 | -19.9 | 1731
3 | 3678.8| 3868.5| 3448.5| 3238.1| 5.2 | -10.9 | -6.1 | -16.3 | 2336
iT 7| 2747.7 | 2794.9 | 2407.2| 2299.6| 1.7 | -13.9 | -4.5 | -17.7 | 1814
% | 5781.8| 5703.4 | 4480.7 | 4278.2| -1.4 | -21.4 | 4.5 | -25.0 | 1467
i # i0 #|18115.0|20529.3 | 21678.3 | 22706.3| 13.3 | 5.6 | 4.7 | 10.6 | 624
#i | 1543.1| 1953.0 | 3161.9 | 3132.5| 26.6 | 61.9 | -0.9 | 60.4 | 674
H W| 464.6| 502.0| 604.0| 594.4| 8.0 | 20.3| -1.6 | 18.4 | 804
H M| 3684.0 | 3959.3 | 3569.3| 3483.3| 7.5 | -9.9 | -2.4 | -12.0 | 597
% ®| 763.5| 896.2| 887.1| 808.8| 17.4| -1.0 | -8.8 | -9.8 | 570
W E > V| 5174.0 5715.0| 5251.0| 5651.1| 10.5 | -8.1 | 7.6 | -1.1| 345
BB iL| 6486.0| 7503.3| 8205.3| 9036.5| 15.7 | 9.4 | 10.1 | 20.4 | 778
B F i | 7049.0| 7864.0| 7456.0| 7555.0| 11.6 | 5.2 | 1.3 | -3.9 | 1300
F N v M| 163.3| 167.3| 227.6| 221.7| 2.4 | 36.0 | -2.6 | 32.5| 1010
= Wi| 2428.2| 2836.0 | 2695.3| 2878.4| 16.8 | -5.0 | 6.8 | 1.5 | 1107
o M| 1884.6| 2090.7 | 1908.0| 1837.5| 10.9 | -8.7 | -3.7 | -12.1 | 1261
Ik 7| 2572.7| 2769.9 | 2625.3| 2617.8| 7.7 | -5.2 | -0.3 | -5.5 | 1536
£ B 5| 107726 111468 | 99144 | 94934 | 3.5 | -11.1 | -4.2 | -14.8 | 1356
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