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BOREHEFHOFBICB W CEHEREEH R L
T&7:7. 1986 4F, HFH L James Robins (2
X o THE GBI (sustained treatment
strategies) IZIEIR S N5 T—HEM 2 A LA %
SN, BAETIE “gmethods” & LTHISNAH
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L0t ot ERELy VAEBET L2000
T—WV RS yF—FeaEhb, LIHrLERKRIE
WU, BT 2 T RTOEKM O KGR %
BL-EERKWEDAG 2HHETH I LIIAST
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HORKLETIVOHEME, A=A TFT—=F N
A7 A GREtiiIZFREEANA 7 2A0—1) @
WEEZTLNE L. LdsT, 7
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L7212, WBHMREFVEZIET Y b A0
EFNVICELHZRIRLZZY, MEROHAKE
METIBIE D BHIR L 720 T2 HEXH L0 L
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W ZHEIN T 70 —F 13w E 2T S Tidwy
RS, FIAET S E B S o w7
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ZEEMGET 5 2 L IR TH LA, ETNVD
BIFED 2V (no model misspecification) &9
BEZDOWTIE, EF VBRI ET VILEZE L
TERGIIICEI S % 2 L DS RECTH 5. CHEIRE
FHROBRICL > TR LMEETF LRI ERI NS
ZENH DI, WHIEH T BINT HHIICH
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LDH L HRRREIET H2LENHL. 22
T, ST E%% (conditional effect) & J&4%)
B (marginal effect) ORXPINEEE %25, &M
&R R ORLER L NVIZBIT 5 R
2L, BEOBBEY 77N —FIIx$ IR
WRoOMRIAHEHATH S, —F, FBRF G4
FIERIZ BT 5 PR BRI LS 55512
BMLTW5S, 7272L, TRHIEEMHNNEERTDH
5720, ST ENHLI»OZEMBEID D [0k
FICBIT 5, LOX) RIELELRIR»] 2
EIZTRETH 5.
MICEZTREZ L& LTIE, BT =
L—varz@fiLzeLTd, ReiEds
TODERARMLTD L wasz, F—% HIR
OBRANPSHEL LN, T AERETHILITTE
BWIENBRIFOND. ZO0, N4 T AENT
(bias analysis) OFEMAEHIE L 72 5. HEFE D A}
FTOXZI2L—2a YOZEEFMiTL7 7u—F
D12 LT, AH T4 732 ba—)l(negative
controls) DIFHMRIF SN BY . 2 HF4 Ta v
PoO—ViZEER2HEEDH L. 1 OHOAF T4
Tavbhu—) [HEFE] 7Y AL L RERER
ZFI2 DS, RS SSHEETAAR D EHR L
PLTWEEHTHL. ) 120ORF T4 73
Yha—)v [7% b o] GRS NEBERE R
7o, RMERMERDLARDOT 7 M ALk
FULTWEERTHL. AHT4 732 ha—
WIRHTIZ B W TR T Lo BES I S -8
&, RUMELRKIZLY) I vy afbE I 2L — b
TETVWRWIREEIRIESNS. Lo L, [
KRB L BN T ADORERHET S S
LR TEDLD, HONHBERROHEE M
TH—FDAILATFAMELTRAZEDLTE
5.
3.4 7IMNHLOIIaL—3Y

By —%, BFICLE TP RBE T HINVT
F—=FENST I ML LI 2L — MY AR,
WIFEBE LT 7 M A AREDIZODT VT A L%
Biffig 5. 2H L7V ITY AL, BRT—2
Ju—OHREFHTRELZT -5 ICEDE, #
Wr, AT, DRIESALE, BRIRMOATAER, R

MRS Eh S 1 DU EOEREZMAGDLET
BEEnY, LaLl, COXHIRTLVIT) XA
DELHL, BEOZHATENNY -, EHRT 2
Y ADKFE, EHEOBIAHE, #5055 W o B,
HDHVEEINBM O OO ER A —F 1 v T
L, HBERICEEEZTY. S OBERNIHE
MECREET 728, TLVT) AANELDOH LT
7 b A A FEEFMICHETE ARIEIZ . Lz
WoT, NYF—=2a YffEx@ELTT VI X
ADOFWIERE (KB, JRRE, BN, Bk
W% &) 2 YA 2 S e HEL 5 5.

INSOFFHOE N E & ZICEL i, HEEL
TRVRIRIRED R r = VIHEIF T 2 e 3d 5.
Bz, 7Vva) ZAHRELOHDBT T N LD
WY AT R A7 OB S NEE, K
RIEDOT VT ALIZI NS OHEEMEITNAL T A
L7259, 7T M ADHEBRMEAERERTH
DYy, AU e EVEPRRE R R 7o & LY
B2, BEREOTVIT) XA LTEEL
W, YRZIICELTIE, BRI, TN
LPNE DR RIEDSSE 4T, RS IR B T I
BIYTHY, S5ICBEEOWEBAEIMBOGEE L
ML TWABEEIZIRY, HEEMPEIS N T 2D
LAWY ZoBGHER2S, VA7 RO
EICBWTIE, JFREZBETRE L) HEd
FAT S, LaL, EBROBSEHRICBLTINh
SO ENL I LI THY, *
OBGED MO CHWIETH L. LT, YA
AP FELELFTH D W) BT T, Bl
RE AT 240 L L CORE 2 BRI T &
5T LRI WY,

BCHGEE SN TV T) AL TH-ThH, FD
MUEEDAT N2 E M5, 7V 3 X 2 x4 4k
HOEFHEINB X VA, 5 WIAREIC
R DR EFOHEFTH A LA, TV
ZLDOBEWEEZEEIIEKRT 2L E1DH
Y. 85I, RiEL R BEWY AT L, B
A FRIA Y, F=FEERX D= X LEOMEIZX
D, HEFEEDT—F V) —AZBWTEY A
RBENT=TNT) ALY, b T—5V—AL12
BT SOV Z IS B RAEIL R WY,



FARIZ, FEEOBIBIICB VW THEEE TV T
A LS, B BBV T A OB RE % HE
FIaEwiligd, EHREROELPZITELE
DEBEZEZRETIUL, FITKILT S LIRS %
ll\l4)29),
3.5 BEEmERTOIIzL—aYy
EWRBTI 2l —2 a3 itBn’T, 7707
L DBV — IV DY) 7% 358 TR R O R B I
KB x2 5.2 5. KRETIE, BHRGRETTH
%% 4 L5¥0 (time zero) D% &BHHE T OB
EICHT A2 EEHEHE, AT 2HEMSE LD
BB 5.
FALAETRREET D) 2 TiwdHEHEREH
3, BERRIGR N, BESENO@EYEO ] E B X
NHEEE DTS A I v 7 eAfisEs2LT
H5Y. RCT Tl&, WEcH OB L (ZIZ
FRZHEEEI D AR (57 240) 25frbh, #D
I REE OB REEAM R 72T B T v 7 A1k
Wi & BERBMEIEN E $5 2 & T, 30Dk %
BERWICFM S € 5. BISEIRICBWTH D
FEHIZEHL, 4 2¥X¥uzgE®mdrbEND
L. oL, AR B E L-BIZI%E T,
FALXOTDITI 2L —Ya yOREIHEET
L. TNHOHMIEIFTITRD 2 OOBENHEL
5 (1) A4LXAR—RICEEL RN L, (i)
A 20 THBEEE —BICH )T TER NS
L. YA A uDOAREY LR, BN, TR
R 2 FHRT Y. SO ELLA D=
AnE, TOWHDIZODT TH—F T bEK
AT I 21— 3 v (sequential trial emula-
tion) B & U clone-censor-weight 7 712 —F 12D
W, [SEFDES] 31 % 1 5ICBBTE 0N
TR 5.
BT, BLoH 5 RPN R (55 3.6
Hizh) S L TR THREENS. Inten-
tion-to-treat AR 2w B W fr, B TIZE
LDBHBT T M AOFRE, BEANXY T (com-
peting events) D&, BIARE (loss to fol-
low-up), F723EHOEHAK T (administra-
tive end of follow-up) Z& o> TieF 5. Per-pro-
tocol IR 2 HERE T H AL, TSIz T
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NS ATV & N7 iEHREME > & SR L 72 b
BHRTETLZ LD D,

FICHEBEZET 20054 XY PO v
Thb. BEANRYMER BLOHLTI Y
LAOFEEZARTRICTAIAXRY M 2T, flz
X, DM E T M A LT AT, o
R L BT IEHEEA N N b, HEAN
VOB RN K o TRR DB RIS ERS
NB7z0, WHEEIELDOD HRHEEWRT 50
EhdD. %< OBEIECB RO Y
PICRIT ARk I, MEERNSR A T IR
VIR T O IR L T B0, EENRO
BN % C LTl 2 FEAET A2 L1IET
v, HHEANY POHFIETITBUY B E 4R
WRIZKD 3DICHEHMT LI ENTEXS (IHE
TN T R HRAME (total
effect), i)l S 72 EHEZIH (controlled direct
effec)™. 1 2HOMEAT Y M7 21E, BAEAN
YIFETYMNILAOMNERLLTARTHT T
OU—FThY, 77— DY P NIHMTHH2D
I, Lael, TORETIILYO RN 2
WEE (3.4 TodborEEsE, HE
EELOHETY M ANORBEL D L EEA N
Y MNDRENY — I EL SN AT REEN D B
2O HOMERRIL, BEAXY M E2ENLED
T MO LAFEERGTAA XY ME LTHRL
WA N R LA T Y N A5
L& LCTEHWHRT I TEBHEINS. ZOFET
&, HIBWIENS T N A LIRS T TOTRT
DHEREE BEEAXNY MERELTT Y M A
FAE (PR T oMEREL &) 22 Tw
HERDLIENTESL., THIZERESEKIEL S
BRI % Z T A 0T 7 b Aok E
%0, Wiz EFzR SN (well-defined) KIERDHR
ELTHRIRETH B, 72771, HIREIEHSE S
ARV MERBMEEE5E, 77 1 ANOKRE
RGENICRY ) 25 E, WRMEE LTI
IRl ER SN T2 LA MRS 2 BT
LEENHH. 3OHOHIM S N2 EER I,
BaANRY NET Y M ARETERLTY M A
LBEEBTS (580 | 4~ & LTRR
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T5 WEAXRNVIMEHBYDLLTWH 2L
X, WEANRYPEPRT A X9 RAAILLD,
WMEA NV MPFAEL 2 WIRBIZHIE L 72 FT
D, BIRIEPS T 7 N h ANOEHEREE RS
CZENTE D, ZOHENRIZTNTORAA X
IR CEVINAZTET H720, BlFEIZIE
T G R 3 7 AR AR A A ARAE L T BT REME DD
5. ZOWEIZIE, oS o EERh R
fElzEFRS N (ll-defined) RERIR L % 5.
HHERN R OBRNERIIMZ T, ThThoZ
V&2 T3 5 I IEFZER R BE 3 2 IRV BT
DA RTH 5.

3.6 ARMEMEOTI2L—3Y

HRHEFOMIETIX, ZNHARCT THhhjig
e THhh, i LGNS O KR 25 %
FEAATLZEEFHNET S, EHRABRTI 2
L —Y a3 vIZBWTid, intention-to-treat R4 &
per-protocol L V9 2 oD% AL L HLY 1
Fohb, AETIE, IS ORER Lo
2% RCT OIRCTEML, BISHIRICBVTLE
DEIICLI2L—ITEDh &ML 5.

RCT 2B W T, intention-to-treat AF 1% iEHE ik
IE~DOE D FHTRIRTH Y, T OHDER DR
T Re7 I Y AL IIMBERICERSNS. ZOR)
ROMANNIEBOGRHEPTET 5. I, =
EEMR T TR EDOMEEITH L THEOHFRHE
HAFAE L 22 1 71U intention-to-treat A1 b A74E L
W ENHIFEEN DA, FEEMT CILHEESED
132D b OV ERIR BB OITHERZELTT
Y A LB ERGZ ) H2n, BEOBRFENES
FHE9 5 2 & HYintention-to-treat RIHAMFET 5
CLICEESINZVWRESDH L. I,
intention-to-treat R (x—M& 2 per-protocol X
LD LHRFH FRIVNE) EEFEZLNTWS
25, SHUIHT L IEMETIE v, (HEICIEHLH
RIRVPAEAT B56 (0F ) —HMOBEITIIHE
Mo EEHEIIEEETH SHYE) intention-to-
treat B F1d per-protocol IR L Y KE L o720
RN o720 T 52 E2HDY, fEREL
T, NMAEMED 2 ODOFEMRNEZ KT 54—
YINNVORERTIE, FHEICBILT FeT T

AINE = DEWIZL D, intention-to-treat X
IR PRI 2 HE - 7235A D per-protocol ZIH: % i
KF 72T BN 2 W REES D 5. FIZIE, E
PRI A &R B O ICB W, BFER O
TeOIHBEREBANOT K27 I v AHRKWY;
4, intention-to-treat X F (L iHHEHME A (29E- 72
Ba O E BRI 57259, #1C, BRI
W ADBRENEOT Y A LATEECEERS %
JlEz L, #BREORMME 2R LA,
intention-to-treat XYF AL IGHEERIE A 1258 > 72356
DOREWT 7 N A% #/NGHE L e, =
IZ, intention-to-treat R FIINEELHHT P
T 5V AEMBAATOD 20, EERKTOER
MEERMT L L ERINLD, FOMRIPWITET
V. REDRCT THZESN2T7 Fe 7 7 v A8
¥ — %, Mo RCT RERILGOZN &35t %
LA EWY . U oMb S, RCT ThHo
T O IR RRER IS BRI B> T inten-
tion-to-treat RO MK T 5 2 L1E, VRS
/NG L 72 ) BRI CE R A R A B VL
20T BN DB 720, ESLLIZ W,
—7JiC, per-protocol KFIZ, #E YT ok
PRS2 ST L 72 A OB 2 FIR L, RS
OEBOFPEZ MY 72 EIREEICE T, &
DN RELONRER L. LELEND, K
W AT 4 — F Ny 7D TIIBWT
per-protocol R % /N A 7 A T S KEHEICHERE $ B
121X, RCTTH-oTHIHRET Fe 77 v A% Tl
TLIEBEDTFT— 7 #IUE L, g-methods % FHL
2D O BT RSB L 0 b (55 3.7 HiB
).

BIEZEISE TIZHEE DR BERIE~N TR E D AT
TWADbIFTIE%R W9, intention-to-treat &5
FILI2L—FTEHLIELRMTHE. KbD
IZ, intention-to-treat RFOBIEHITEIC BT 2 T
F 1 Y — (observational analog) & LT, [%7%
LB ERIET A2 L] OMENERSH
B2 CRER=ATA VBROEHRT FeT 5 v
A7 — v % [D 7\ T intention-to-treat 4
DN EZ A L T 5. $ 72, per-protocol
EOBEMEICBIT LTI Y=, BB



ToIRHRIE 2 85T L2 oR R E LTERS
5. BIZF7212 81T 5 intention-to-treat &S D
SENAIERRBE 7 M) M ER 5 2 A
BOFED, ZNI2INZ T per-protocol BH D
SEICIERCT EEARIS, WHHET FeT7 7 v AT
BEG52 5 EROMY LRE L HELLEET
5.

HEADE OIS B WTIE, PN 2 St
ToRhE (efficacy) & BEMNSM T ORE (effec-
tiveness) &\ 9 ZAES LIE LIV 575,
ORI -ENERLZENEZ WY [{—D
RCT T intention-to-treat X1 F % effectiveness,
per-protocol B H: % efficacy & FERBA D H 5 —
JiT, RE&REWT Fe 77 v A%E9 RCT
® intention-to-treat Ry A % efficacy, 7 Fe 77
YA RTIT B IR A WM L7 g
® per-protocol B#: % effectiveness & 3 5 R D
AT A, FRICHRZICB W T, RCT @ inten-
tion-to-treat #) 5 & BILEWIJE D per-protocol #JH
DELLNLY efficacy EIERICASDLVRE
K3 2 D% L OERMNPRRL720ICHETDH
5. 2D X9 7 efficacy/effectiveness & W) Hiil
SN HFEOZEL D S, TRTORRERR
P OPOHMERINAHENEETTO
effectiveness M AR EIZALE DT SN 5 & HffE
L, BRI 2GRS & & b ISR 2 WR
WCEERT D HPERREHICE > THATH Y.
3.7 BRFEENIIaL—Yay

BB T I 2L —Y 3 YIZBWT, @)% E
MFEOBIRFIR R CORYU ML LT 5. K
#iTix, ¥ RCT IZHBITF 5 intention-to-treat Ji#
#1 & per-protocol fENTZIR D KD, % 3.6 fiiTH
72 intention-to-treat R H B &L UF per-protocol ZhH:
EOMBRMEEEMT L. RICBIZIEICBWT
b, R=ZAF A Y RREORIEL W) ERE BRI
X, ISR ERD L 720 DT $t % RCT
EARBFMWICH L) ICEETEL L 2T
B, WBIZ 7Y M AEEE TORMIINT S
BHEIR] Zag e LB ZBWISH LT,
PERDELERE BT ICINET AR & ZORE L
BAHTTA—FIZONWTHELET L.
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RCTIZHWT, EBEDWHEHRT e 7 F ¥ Ah
PO, T YT AE AT S IR IE
DNWTITRTCOMNEELFOTCHKTLII L%
intention-to-treat AT & 53, T DL, X
TOXGHZBITE 2RI T, intention-to-
treat R FNHT L T/NA T A D B WHlEE il &
T5. 72720, BERAEEIC X 0TS S B
FTREAPEL, ZOBHATEIHEN - BRD
W (507 MR T TEHEDLT T M LA DOTH
R X oTHT 72, hos ) HTHH
TRREDLNY - THRETLEE, THWoN:
TN &GRS SN BN EDRITT 7 M 4
DOZHETTREMED AN D Z & > S RIS L 7 A5
1L 9 5. RCT ? intention-to-treat fEHTIZ B W T
b, TONA T RITHA L % 235 intention-to-
treat R Z KD B 720121%, BYAREICEE %
LN &N T AN | ;| Rl A AN [ YB3
iR A AT (inverse probability weighting)
& o THYNGHE T 2 LELRH 52,

RCT 12313} 5 per-protocol f#HT I, &0 1) 5
M7= IGHEMNE % <R L 72 per-protocol ZEF D &Iz
FRSE L7-MRMT 2384, 2D X 9 % per-protocol fi#
#r (“naive” per-protocol f#HT) 0 S IXE K%
per-protocol RIEDHEE M ONH VT L 2D
D, ZTOERIE2 DDA ZRNA T AT
29 12, T VT LLBIARREIC L R
PN TATH S, LFLD X 9 % “naive” per-pro-
tocol f#MTIX, FED & Z A per-protocol £RHIZFRE
L 7z intention-to-treat fftr & ¥ 5. L7z4%-
T, intention-to-treat fE#T 23443 L b intention-to-
treat IR /N4 7T A% RO LN VD L[] Fk
2, BHARBICEREE S5 25T v ¥ Mtk
Bl 2 kTSN LENH L. B
2, EREIEANOARTELERT FeT7 7 Y A28 5
R¥ETHAH, T RET T ALBIAREL L
2, 7 ¥ 2B OFRERISEE S N 5 ] hEtEAs
HY, SHIZINLOERIIBHFEOLELZTH
HTEMNG, T U7 LLEDORHK (post-random-
ization confounding) EIFIENZHRHIEL .
COXIBAREERT FeT I v AL LT
per-protocol R & KD 5 7-D121%, FFMAD
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TR 2 S G L 72 T Z T H Y0 ()
PITRHRERIE CUE, RIVEM 2 & ORIR IR I TR
2k L7 addii e B 39, B2 5y
LHRVIEbHD)Y, KT FeT7T I R% T
W3 577 2aithi e T v 5 2 LHBEOIE R %
YNCHEST A LERDH L. TV 57 b0 E R
B OEROE T Z T A, R,
WMET) 7, WERRyF VT, HIAITE
7 v T Lok TFETHINTE S, I
¥ 2L BROIERDE ) AT BROGROGEE
ZAFBYEICIE (B ORW T Z OWREMEIZE E
TERVETTHD), B ZMEB 71— F
Ny 7 B RS B 7212 g-methods SLEE & 7
5% G-methods 1213 (i)parametric g-formula,
(i AR AT (BT U C RS E 7V
DOF5E), (g A A M ET VD gestimation, B
L OWZENS Z IR L7 “Ha N A MEEENRE
IR NS OFFEIFEEMICHE UK
BRI B )% (g-estimation D & IEfEVE DR E
BT E L), AWICHREZLEFTY VK
ErBLELET D (FR2). EBEOBHICBWTI,
HWENEB L UCHHTRZ T — 7 OWELEE L
729 AT, £FEoOMEE R T 2 CElL k%
BN 270, BRTFHEEZERALCETY) ¥ 7 IGE
OMEREZ MRS RETHSH. G-methods DFE%E
12725 T, RX° SAS 7 & OREME MR 7

Y 27 CHAWTREZEH Sy Fr—I 2 d
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(Abstract)
When a randomized controlled trial (RCT) is infeasible, unethical, or untimely, causal inference from
observational data can serve as an effective alternative for scientific and clinical decision-making. How-
ever, observational studies harbor methodological vulnerabilities—not only confounding due to lack of
randomization, but also selection bias or immortal time, arising from flawed study designs—that can fun-
damentally distort effect estimates. Target trial emulation has gained prominence as a framework for
addressing these challenges. This approach has two steps : (1) specifying the protocol of a hypothetical
pragmatic RCT (the target trial) that would answer the causal question of interest, and (2) explicitly emu-
lating that trial with existing observational data. Its greatest contribution is the elimination of ambiguous
causal questions in observational studies, transforming them into well-defined causal estimands. In this
article, we synthesize the conceptual foundations of target trial emulation and detail methodological con-
siderations for its implementation. As an illustrative example, we describe an observational study that
compared denosumab with oral bisphosphonates for cardiovascular safety and fracture-prevention effec-
tiveness in maintenance dialysis patients with osteoporosis. The target trial framework offers a struc-
tured approach that prevents design-induced biases and clarifies the limitations inherent in observational
data, thereby enabling epidemiologists who grapple with causal questions to draw more valid inferences.
(Jpn J Pharmacoepidemiol 2025; 30(2) : 53-73)
Keywords: causal inference, epidemiology, observational studies, target trial emulation, randomized con-
trolled trials



