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Blessings in Disguise

Wiwut TANTHAPANICHAKOON

Ph. D., Professor & Chairman
Dept. of Chemical Engineering
Chulalongkorn University

I had never expected to study chemical engineering as a Mon-
busho student in 1969 at Kyoto University. Why unexpected?
First, I had never heard of Monbusho scholarships until my high-
school classmates asked me to accompany them one day when
they went to apply for the scholarships. Second, as a student of
electrical engineering, I knew little about chemical engineering un-

til I met a fellow Thai student with whom I was studying Japanese

at Chiba University for one year. Thereafter, I became the first
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Thai to study chemical engineering in Japan. Third, 1969 was the
only year the University of Tokyo did not accept any freshmen.
Its campus was occupied by student activists and shut down in 1968.
This fact, along with Kyoto’s reputation as the ancient capital of
Japan, and the Nobel Prize achievements of Kyoto University
graduates made it really easy for me to choose Kyoto as my place
of study.

Besides being full of fond memories, my four-year stay in
Kyoto left a more powerful impression on me than my five-year
stay in the U.S.A. Japan was my first experience living in a
foreign land, and made a deep impression on me during those
youthful, informative years. After a two-year stay at Kyoto Inter-
national Student House in Yamashina, we were “forced” to move
out, but I was fortunate to find a spacious room in an ordinary
Japanese home, the ideal geshuku. Treated as a family member, I
was able to observe first-hand the lives of a typical Japanese cou-
ple with three small children. Afterward, I went directly to the
U.S. to advance my study for two simple reasons: to see life in the
world’s superpower and to avoid becoming “over-Japanized.”

My experience both in Japan and in the U.S.A. have taught
me numerous valuable lessons. For instance, I learned that
human resources are more valuable than natural resources, and
that education is indispensable to human development. Japan
and Singapore are great examples. Taken positively, any set-
back or misfortune can be turned into a “blessing in disguise.”
It is said that every great corporation must experience some ma-
jor crisis before achieving true excellence. Similarly, hardship
helps build character. Finally, money cannot buy happiness or
self-fulfillment. In this

regard, one’s experiences in a foreign culture and environment

It is important to “know” oneself.

are the best key to self-understanding so I always encourage my
students who study abroad to make efforts to understand the
culture and the people around them.

In retrospect, I believe my four years in Kyoto was the most
important turning point of my life, and I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to express my appreciation to Monbusho, my former pro-
fessors and teachers, and all my acquaintances from those days. I
would like to tell the current foreign students of Kyoto University
not to feel discouraged or embittered if your dreams have not
come true yet or if life is not as smooth as silk. Just count any
obstacle or setback as your “blessing in disguise.” Keep on

persevering and you will be surprised at your own success.
k

Four Seasons of the Foreign Student

Jeff AcToN

MSCE Student
Dept. of Mechanical Engineering

It is spring in Kyoto. A new beginning. The sakura bloom

and sway in the cool breeze, newborn deer take there first
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faltering steps, and yes, many new foreign students begin arriving
at Kyoto University. Spring marks the beginning of the new
school term in Japan, and there is no better time for an arrival to
Kyoto. One can look out upon the green hills that surround
Kyoto, smell the freshness of the blooming flowers, sit under the
sakura tree drinking sake, and walk down the philosopher’s path
to contemplate the next year that will be spent in Kyoto. It is
truly the beginning of a new life, a life of new customs, new
food, new language and new friends.

As the foreign student settles into the rhythm of a new
university, attends new classes and incomprehensible research
meetings the petals of the sakura begin to drop, and then before
long the torrents of the typhoons begin to flood the Kamogawa.
The dark rain clouds above bring the foreign student face to face
with some of the frustrations of living in Japan; the language bar-
rier, homesickness, and customs which just somehow do not seem
to make sense. But just as you carry an umbrella to shed the rain,
so too are friends made and one can smile and laugh and the pro-
blems overcome. Soon the sun comes out and begins to melt the
rain water away, and long after all the water has been vaporized
the sun continues to beat down on Kyoto, raising the temperature
to announce the arrival of summer.

Summer is the season of sweat in Kyoto, the sweat of the
humid air sticking to your clothes and the sweat of toil as you final-
ly turn your mind to the work that you must complete. As you
work the music of a matsuri floats in through the window on the
breeze, or you are enticed to a game of baseball at the Imperial
Palace, or you feel the draw of the challenge of Mt. Fuji and take a
pilgrimage to the top of Japan. In the heat time seems to slow
down as you pass the summer eating zaru soba and listening to the
song of the semi. You return from summer vacation to the end of
the first semester, and the changing of the leaves heralds the new
semester and the coming of autumn.

As you walk through Kiyomizudera amidst the explosion of
red and orange and yellow, you maybe reflect on how the autumn
has brought a change in yourself as well. Without knowing it you
have become accustomed to living in Japan, and what was once
maybe foreign to you, you now do without thinking. These
thoughts are fleeting and you come out of the cold autumn wind to
be warmed by eating nabe with your friends. The autumn passes
peacefully and the curtain of night falls on the streets of Kyoto
ever earlier with the approach of winter.

The first snow leaves Daimonji to stand out brilliantly white
in the morning sun. It melts quickly, but there is no mistaking
that winter has arrived. The gong at a temple rings in the New
Year, and many foreign students can be seen with heads bowed,
hoping for good results in their studies. As always winter is a
time of endings, and so will bring some to say farewell to Japan,
and return to their home country. Those that must leave will be
different people than those who arrived last spring. They will
carry with them the beauty of the passing of four seasons in
Japan, memories of many good times, and the friendship of many

new friends.
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JSPS Seminars on Integrated Engineering

Makoto IKEGAMI

Professor, Dept. of Energy Science
and Engineering

Japanese Coordinator, JSPS Exchange
Program on Integrated Engineering

The sixth JSPS-VCC Seminar and the first JSPS-NUS
Seminar were held on 27th—28th and on 29th, respectively, of
November, 1996 at Kyodai Kaikan in Kyoto. Both seminars were
based on Scientific Cooperation Programs on Integrated Engineer-
ing on the Core University System, under the sponsorship of
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) and the respec-
tive counterpart agency of Vice-Chancellors’ Council (VCC) for
Malaysia and National University of Singapore (NUS) for
Singapore. These two seminars were organized by the Faculty of
Engineering, Kyoto University as the core university, in coopera-
tion with the counterpart core universities of University of
Malaya and NUS.

Since the first seminar in 1986 at the Universiti Sains
Malaysia in Penang, the JSPS-VCC Seminar has been held alter-
This sixth

seminar was subtitled “Advanced Technologies for Clean Environ-

nately in Malaysia and Kyoto every two years.

ment.” There were fifty-nine presentations including two keynote
addresses by Japanese and Malaysian coordinators and two
special lectures by Professor S. Kohjiya and by Professor S.
Doshita, both of Kyoto University. There were six organized ses-
sions for Rubber and Polymer Chemistry, Environmental
Engineering, Advanced Information Technology I and II, Mecha-
nical and Materials Engineering, and Precision Controlled Machin-
ing. Reported at each session were the valuable and important
results that were the fruit of cooperative research. Hopefully,

the active and fruitful discussions that accompanied the sessions

will contribute to the further advancement of research in each of
these areas. Thirty-three oversea participants, including a cer-
tain number of visitors from Singapore, and ninety-six Japanese
attended.

The first JSPS-NUS Seminar on Integrated Engineering took
place on the day following the JSPS-VCC seminar under the subti-
tle of “Computer Applications in Engineering.” Since the start of
the JSPS-NUS program in 1990, a seminar specific to Singapore
had not been held, although the program shared a common
seminar with the JSPS-VCC program. Over time, as research
fields of interest diversified, the JSPS-NUS seminar was launch-
ed. In this seminar, Professor A.Y.C. Nee of NUS gave a special
lecture on computer applications in manufacturing. In addition,
thirty ordinary presentations were made in four organized ses-
sions consisting of Civil Engineering I and II, Mechanical
Engineering, and Electronic and Control Engineering. Many of
the new results of cooperative research presented were followed
by lively discussions. Twenty-two overseas visitors and eighty-
eight Japanese participated.

The two seminars provided opportunities to exchange infor-
mation and views on each field, while fostering mutual under-

standing and friendship.

P THE st US
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS IN ENGINEERING
29 November 1996

Opening greeting for the first JSPS-NUS Seminar
by Professor N. Soga, Dean of Faculty of Engineering
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