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RETROPERITONEAL PARAGANGLIOMA INCIDENTALLY DETECTED
BY HEALTH EXAMINATION: A CASE REPORT

Hiroshi MaTsuurRa and Masaki SAKURAI
From the Depariment of Urology, Matsusaka City Hospital

Kiminobu AriMa
From the Department of Urology, Faculty of Medicine, Mie University

We report a case of non-functioning retroperitoneal paraganglioma detected incidentally by health
examination in a 60-year-old female without any clinical manifestation. She was admitted to our
hospital for the purpose of evaluation of a renal mass detected by ultrasound sonography. Computed
tomography, magnetic resonance imaging and angiography revealed the heterogeneously-enhanced
10X'10 cm mass in the left retroperitoneal space without any distant metastasis. It was suspected to
be a renal cell carcinoma. All laboratory data, including those from endocrinological examinations,
were within normal ranges. Radical nephrectomy was performed to resect en bloc the mass and the
left kidney. The pathological and immunohistochemical examinations of the mass which was
completely separated from the kidney and the adrenal gland, showed characteristic features of
paraganglioma with vascular and capsular invasion, with a final clinical diagnosis of the pathologically-
malignant non-functioning paraganglioma occurring between the left kidney and the adrenal gland.

(Acta Urol. Jpn. 46: 393-395, 2000)
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Fig. 1. CT revealed a well-circumscribed
tumor with diffuse and heterogeneous
enhancement in the left retroperitoneal
space.

MRI revéaled a multilobular tumor on
T1-weighted coronary images.

Fig. 2.
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Fig. 3. Macroscopically, the resected tumor
was completely separated from the left
kidney and adrenal gland.

t
3
tumor cells extended out of the capsule
of the tumor and invated into the ves-
sels (Original magnification X40).

Fig. 5. The tumor cells were stained positively
for NSE by the immunohistochemical
method (Original magnification X400).
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