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local governments in Kyushu district :
focus on proposals and pragmatic approaches

Risa UENO
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Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Re-organization of the prefectures, which would merge the current 47 prefectures into 9 to 11
administrative regions, is one of the main issues of administrative reforms in Japan. Although arguments
based on political and financial aspects have been made by politicians and administrative officers, such issues
have not been argued from a topography and regional diversity point of view. The merits of larger
administrative regions, which are claimed by proponents, do not necessarily take into account Japanese
topography. In this paper, (i) a proposal by the central government and 4 proposals from the local
governments in Kyushu district are examined, (ii) the gap between these proposals and their materialization
are discussed based on interviews with the administrative officers of both central and local governments in
Kyushu district, and (iii) a comparison was made between the statistical data and the approaches mentioned
in (i) and (ii). This study shows regional diversity in statistical data, such as commuting population, and
that current argument supporting the introduction of “dou-shu” system can only be applied to urban areas.



