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The impact of the Pro-Sunnite policy on the ¢ Ulama’:
The fortunes of three ‘ Ulama’ families in Aleppo
from the eleventh through the thirteenth centuries

by
‘TaNiGucar Junichi

Until the mid twelfth century, Aleppo was the center of the Shiites
in northern Syria. Indeed, Shiites composed the majority of Aleppo’s
population. From the late eleventh until the early twelfth century,
religious leaders of Aleppo—ulama—cooperated closely even though they
were divided among members of both the Shiite and Sunnite sects.

The Abf Jaradas, ninth century immigrants to Aleppo, accepted the
legal doctrine of the Sunni-Hanafites. There was invested as Aleppo’s
magistrate in the first half of the eleventh century, and held this post
for five generations. They were Sunnites but nevertheless issued judge-
ments in concurrence with Shiite legal practices. Although the Shiite
Hassabs also gained a degree of local influence in the early twelfth cen-
tury, when they defended Aleppo against the armies of the Crusaders
and the Isma‘lites, this tenth century immigrant family and the Abi
Jarada both cleary preferred defending their local interests to religious
sectarianism.

By contrast, the Safi‘ite ‘Ajami, who immigrated to Aleppo in the
mid-eleventh century, sought to expand their Sunnite power base after
they received the support of some members of the ruling dynasty early
in the twelfth century Furthermore, the pro-Sunnite policy enacted by
the Zangid and Ayyubid courts in the mid-twelfth century exacerbated
the conflict between the Shiites and the Sunnites and led to a frequent
number of violent clashes.

The ‘Ajami took advantage of this political turmoil and strengthened
both their secular and religious power. On the other hand, the Abi
Jarada lost their post as magistrate, but nevertheless they later were
able to become professors in some colleges (madrasas) in the early
thirteenth century. Furthermore, the Abl Jaradda gained scme influence
in the Ayyubid court. The Hassab fared far worse than either of these
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two Sunnite families, and completely lost their power as a result of
government oppression. Thus, from the twelfth century onward, under
the rule of a pro-Sunnite court, the fate of the u/ama hinged upon their
particular religious affiliations.

On the historical significance of the “ Shangjunshu”
by
SHIBATA Noboru

By focusing his attention on the “ Shangjunshu” text, the author an-
alyzes the salient intellectual trends of the Warring States period. The
definition of the state as an armed entity capable of defending itself is
significant because it illustrates that the concept of “military”, as ex-
emplified by texts such as the “Sunzi” and the “Weiliaozi”, had ex-
panded to include even the most fundamental political entities. Fur-
thermore, concurrent with the expansion of the parameters of this con-
cept of “military ”, a highly disciplined military culture was disseminated
from the aristocratic (shi) class to all orders of Warring State society.

(153)





