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Analysis and Interpretation of the Course Evaluation by Students

Kiichiro Yagi

(Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University)

Summary
Statistical analysis was applied to numerical evaluation data obtained at Kyoto University during the Winter term 2002.
Using principal component analysis, it can be argued that the data is concisely judged by the first principal component (general
measure) and other negative components. In this case they are named as ‘conformist’ and ‘stray sheep’, respectively. In a fac-
tor analysis of the course evaluation, three factors were obtained as determinants of the evaluation. These could be interpreted
as factors of ‘attraction’, ‘comprehension’, and ‘interaction of teachers’. These results may be utilized to represent the com-

parative characteristics of individual courses.
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AR 2,374 34 69.8 3.7 2.4 3.9 3.6 4.1 3.8 3.4 3.1 4.1
BB 2,491 44 56.6 4.0 2.8 3.6 3.5 3.7 3.8 3.3 3.1 4.0
CHE 1,093 42 26.0 4.2 3.2 3.9 3.6 3.8 3.8 3.7 3.3 4.1
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