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An Analysis of Forestry Workers Employment Conditions
—Wages of the Forest Owners Association in the Hokusatsu
Forest Planning Area of Kagoshima Prefecture—

Koji MATSUSHITA
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Résumé

The number of forestry workers is decreasing and the average age of these workers is
increasing in most areas of Japan. It is of urgent necessity for the continuation local
forestry activities to improve employment conditions. Among employment conditions,
wages are the most important factor. In this analysis, the recent situation and problems
related to wages in Hokusatsu Forest Planning Area of Kagoshima Prefecture were clari-
fied by a questionnaire survey conducted in September 1995 along with an interview survey.
The questionnaire was distributed to all forestry workers belonging to all local forestry
associations in the survey area (309 forestry workers in total), 222 persons responded and
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the response ratio was 71.8%. The average age of the responding forestry workers was

58.3 years old for men and 59.0 for women. The age issue among forestry workers was

also found in this survey area. The following issues were clarified by the guestionnaire

survey.

1) As the method of paying wages, the percentage under the "daily wage .~ monthly
wage system” was 68.5%. Most other cases were similar to a piece work system. The
salary system was not used at all.

2 ) The average daily wage (excluding the rent of chain saws and so on; this is to be
considered below) was 7,174 yen for men and 5,867 yen for women. This wage level
is located at a low level comparing all over the country.

3) The average monthly income calculated from the daily wage and number of working
days was 116,000 yen for men and 90,000 yen for women excluding sundry allowance.
It is difficult for forestry workers with such a low level of monthly income to sustain
their lives. Most forestry workers have other income sources, namely, agriculture
(58.4%), annuity (21.3%) and stock raising (15.8%).

4) The average yearly total income from the average monthly income and the share of
forestry income to total household income was estimated to be 2,464,000 yen.

5) The average daily wage classified by age-group showed no clear tendency. For men,
the highest age group was 60-69 years (7,310 yen), and the lowest was 20-29 years
(6,293 yen).

6 ) The expected daily wage for men was 11,193 yen for cutting, 10,830 yen for yarding
and extraction, and 8,511 yen for planting. These figures are considerably greater than
the wages currently paid.

7 ) The necessity of bonuses was noted by 82.8% of forestry workers. The yearly bonus
that they would like to get was approximately equal to 3 months pay.

8) The daily wage necessary to satisfy forestry workers of the local forestry associa-
tions was estimated to be almost the same level paid to managers of local forestry
associations, forest owners, advisory forest owners, one-person boss forestry workers,
and forestry workers of local forestry associations. In cases of cutting, varding and
extraction, their opinions were almost unanimous in that the daily wage should be
over 10,000 yen.





