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Summary

This article clarifies the similarities and differences between Tanabe Hajime and Paul Valéry's
views on the theme of contingency and necessity in poetic composition. In his 1951 book 7The
Philosophy of Art in Valéry, Tanabe interprets Valéry's discussion of the poet's attitude of
waiting, as presented in “First Lesson for the Courses of Poetics” (1938). According to Valéry,
while poets consciously attempt to find the best combination of words and harmonize meanings
with metrical forms, they must also await the contingent advent or occurrence of poetical visions
and adequate words. On the other hand, Tanabe argues that while conscious efforts like
expanding vocabulary or mastering poetic techniques are undoubtedly necessary for poets, some
poetic dilemmas remain. Thus, poets achieve self-affirmation through self-negation, that is, by
relinquishing creation under their own power, they wait for the opportunity to receive the
contingent inspiration from the Absolute (Absolute Nothingness) and complete the work. This
divergence of Tanabe's interpretation from the original arguments of Valéry arose because
Tanabe, when interpreting Valéry's poetics, sought to link the artistic practice of poetic
composition with his own unique religious practice concept: the notion of “repentance”.
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