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Nguyen Truong Son (Institute of Ecology and Biological Resources,
Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology, VIETNAM)

I am a biologist and mammalogist at the Department of
Vertebrate Zoology, Institute of Ecology and Biological
Resources, Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology.
Our missions are 1) to investigate the fauna in various areas
of Vietnam for evaluation of its economic and conservation
significance; 2) to develop and implement the strategies for
management, conservation and sustainable use of national
biodiversity resources; and 3) to study biology and ecology
of rare and precious species for their management and
conservation. I have 15-year working collaboration with
Japanese researchers, especially for 10 years with Prof.
Masaharu Motokawa for fieldworks on small mammals in
Vietnam. In the present, we have a relatively excellent collection
of small mammals, including bats, rodents, shrews and moles,
for research purposes. Visiting the Kyoto University Museum
is, therefore, a good chance for me to work on the collection of
small mammals (bats, rodents, and shrews) from Vietnam, and [
examined all specimens and analyzed data. Our working results
will be possibly published on international journals.

During my stay in the Kyoto University Museum, I also met
again a botanical researcher, Prof. Hidetoshi Nagamasu, and a
new researcher on deep-sea fishes, Dr. Naohide Nakayama, and
some Ph.D. and Master course students. I have participated in
several interesting seminars of students every week in Division
of Biological Sciences, and also enjoyed many stimulating
discussions between students and teachers. I also enjoyed Kyoto
University ASEAN meeting. I have thoroughly enjoyed some
museums and other universities such as Miho Museum, National
Museum of Ethology in Osaka Park, the Hokkaido University
Museum and Botanical Garden of Hokkaido University,
Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine,

201744 H1H~6H30H

Mie Prefectural Museum, and hiking to the mountain and the
garden of Ginkaku-Ji Temple, etc.

So, I had a lot of experiences at the places I visited. In the
future, I look forward other opportunities to collaborate with
Kyoto University in biodiversity research, conservation
and development of exhibition of the collection. I really
found the Kyoto University Museum to be an excellent
place to strengthen not only my research in Vietnam, but
also in Southeast Asia in the future. I shared three research
presentations with researchers at the Kyoto University
Museum, Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary
Medicine, and Hokkaido University, and I received many
important discussions for my topic research in the future.

As 1 wrote this report two weeks before the end of my three-
month stay in Kyoto, I still have a time to stay at the museum,
and to visit the University of Tokyo, and two days later |
will fix the report, then submit it to the office of the Kyoto
University Museum. However, I would like to show here
as a final result of our collaboration during my stay in the
Kyoto University Museum and we look for an international
publication to show our result on behalf of collaboration
between Vietnam and Japan not only on biodiversity studies
but also for the cooperation conservation in the near future.
In addition, my main research has been fully supported by the
museum, Prof. Motokawa’s laboratory, electronic and book
libraries, and enough equipment for processing specimens
and analyzing data to develop the scientific papers. Besides
producing research papers, I also received some important
documents from Prof. Motokawa to apply an additional
opportunity to come Japan. I hope we can continue to develop
not only specific research but also international collaboration.
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