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Toward Broad-Based International
Exchange at Kyoto University
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Professor
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Nobody would dispute the notion that higher levels of
international exchange in education and research should
be promoted at Kyoto University. As an “economic
giant,” Japan is responsible for technology transfer toward
an integrated global economy, a more uniform distribution
of wealth, and more equitable consumption of the limited
resources on this planet. Universities are natural entities
which should assume leading roles in this technology
transfer. “Internationalization” of Japanese universities
also benefits us. Being exposed to different cultures, and
arriving at the recognition that there are different social
values and behavioral patterns than what we commonly
hold as Japanese, are particularly important in this very ho-
mogeneous society. After all, how can we gain insight in-
to our own culture without exposure to other cultures?

There are, however, many impediments that need to
be overcome for active and broad-based international ex-
change at Kyoto University. Some rules and regulations
tend to discourage active international collaboration in
research. I was once told that if one seeks funding by the
Ministry of Education (Monbusho) for a collaborative
research project with foreign universities, one must have
foreign participants stay in Kyoto throughout the project
period. This is based on the antiquated notion that col-
laboration is impossible without the participants working
face-to-face, as if Federal Express, facsimile machines and
Internet never existed. It is important to recognize that
much of international exchange is achieved by means of
telecommunication, and therefore is invisible. This invisi-
ble international exchange must be appreciated, encourag-
ed and supported, as well as the visible exchange of actual-
ly having people over to Kyoto.

In my opinion, truly “internationalizing” Kyoto
University as an educational institution would imply hav-
ing more foreign students entering its programs, receiving
academic degrees, and then pursuing careers all over the
world. Important in this context is to establish clear ap-
plication procedures for foreign students. Currently, the
University procedures are laden with preposterous rules.
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For example, a prospective foreign student must apply in
person — he/she has to make a trip to Japan just to submit
his/her application packet. Admission criteria are not
clear either. We do not have a Test of Japanese as a
Foreign Language. How fluent in Japanese should an ap-
plicant be to be admissible? Nor do we require any stan-
dard test scores, such as Graduate Record Exam (GRE)
scores. The only information we require as evidence of an
applicant’s academic qualifications appears to be his/her
transcript. But do we know enough about educational in-
stitutions around the world to be able to compare
transcripts from different institutions in different coun-
tries? The problem is that we do not have a system laid out
through which qualified students from any part of the
world can apply and be admitted to our graduate pro-
grams.

Another factor is whether our campus offers an attrac-
tive learning and research environment. The problem is
what Mr. Shirazi called earlier in his article in this Newslet-
ter, “old, eroding, insufficient buildings, facilities and
equipment,” and very limited athletic and recreational
facilities on campus. Combined with the high living costs
and notorious housing conditions in Japan, this makes
Kyoto University a less-than-ideal place to stay for many
foreign researchers and students. My most sincere
respect goes to my many colleagues on this campus whose
reputations have attracted many foreign researchers and
students, despite the pathetic physical conditions on cam-
pus.

What, then, can we do to further international ex-
change at Kyoto University? How can we overcome these
and other impediments, as well as the most serious pro-
blem of language? Several things seem possible. Firstly,
we must seriously consider the following two alternative
positions on language: (i) a foreign researcher or student
who wishes to work or study in Japan should be able to
speak, read and write in Japanese, and (ii) since there are
only so many people who speak our language, we must be
able to use a more international language, say English, to
be effective in education and research. Secondly, we
should make every attempt to improve the educational and
research facilities on campus. Thirdly, the University
faculty and staff have become too used to the idea that we
can automatically get the very best students without any
recruitment effort. This is not the case for foreign
students. We need to establish streamlined application
procedures and clear admission criteria for foreign
students, develop a knowledge base to be able to identify
qualified foreign students, and make efforts to recruit the
cream of the crop from all parts of the world.
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My “New Life” Started Here — at
Kyoto University

Roman NowAK

Associate Professor
Department of Electrical

and Computer Engineering
Nagoya Institute of Technology

I visit Kyoto occasionally when on a business trip.
Whenever I come into this town I simply cannot stop smil-
ing to everyone I meet in the street. With great emotion I
look at the buildings, trees, monuments, no matter how
busy I am. My breathing becomes deeper since for me
the wind rushing through Kyoto streets has a particular
aroma. I look with tension at any face I see, hoping to
recognize my former supervisor, Professor Miura, or the
other people with whom I had unforgettable contacts.
The list of the individuals is too lengthy to be quoted here,
but they will forever remain in my memory. Frankly
speaking, I act as if in a dream, and only a tight schedule
prevents me from forgetting myself entirely. On such oc-
casions, I cannot resist the impression that I am much
younger, and the only thought left in my head repeats
itself in flush here: I am in Kyoto! It is real!

Why should such feeling arise in a foreigner’s heart?
Why should he approach Kyoto—an Imperial capital—in
such an emotional manner? To answer these questions let
us return to the beginnings of the story I am going to
present today.

It is not common for European researchers to have the
experience of working in Japan. However, I was extreme-
ly lucky, since my attendance at the Polish Conference of
Solid Mechanics in 1984, resulted in attraction of interest
from several foreign participants. To my surprise, Pro-
fessor Tatsuo Inoue of Kyoto University, came up to me
during the coffee break for a brief discussion. The best
reward I obtained was from Japan, since Prof. Inoue
described my findings to his colleague Prof. Sei Miura,
who applied on my behalf for a fellowship sponsored by
Monbusho in order to allow me to undertake research in
his laboratory. I was delighted—to join a Japanese
research team had been my dream for years. The comple-
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tion of due formalities, however, was no easy task, since
Poland was at that time still under the control of the
USSR, part of the so called “East Bloc”. I was lucky
again, because Prof. Miura does not give up easily once he
gets an idea. In consequence, after a long struggle with
“diplomatic problems”, I arrived in Japan in January 1988,
leaving temporarily my wife and two small children behind
in Poland.

I shall never forget my first weeks of working and liv-
ing in Japan. With great excitement I watched and tested
everything around, repeating to myself, “I am here in
Kyoto! It is real!”. I was moved by the view of the moun-
tains surrounding Kyoto, which I stared at through the win-
dow of our library. The strongest impression I got from
observing the perfectly organized, very hard-working
Laboratory. Before I came to Japan, I expected to find a
“feudal type” unit with a strong hierarchy and formal in-
terpersonal relations. Instead, I found warm welcome
from the team, which was working in an atmosphere of
well-respected freedom. Prof. Miura, although strictly
controlling the research results, appeared to be a leader
with great intuition, a man of tact; he gave everyone a
chance to find his preferred field of activity, irrespective of
his age and position. He seemed not to push his staff and
students too much, although he was well informed of every
action undertaken in the lab. This was more than I could
expect—I had an entirely free hand concerning choice of
research subject, being able at the same time to count on
various people’s help during the realization of the project.

I was in my element—1I decided to discover for myself
the secrets of the Japanese miraculous effectiveness,
creativeness and prosperity. Idecided to behave similarly
to the members of our team, to act exactly in a Japanese
way. I worked hard at the lab till late at night—this caus-
ed me to visit most Kyoto monuments after 11 p.m., in a
very romantic night atmosphere. I trained in Ken-do to ab-
sorb into my mind elements of Japanese culture. I
definitely learned a lot at Kyoto University. Things that
at first surprised me enormously appeared later to be quite
sensible, and they are proving extremely helpful now that I
am partly responsible for the activities and effectiveness of
another Japanese laboratory. Let me provide you with an
example. Once having a dinner with Prof. Miura I heard
him say: “You are probably astonished at our numerous
and complicated rules and customs, however, they allow
us to live in harmony and not to disturb one another — you
should remember that this is the most highly populated
area in the world”. I never forgot these words.

When my family arrived in Japan I had to reorganize
my time to meet my parental duties as well. Both my wife
and I consider today our Kyoto period as one of the most
pleasant and effective in developing the spirit of our fami-
ly. Particularly we enjoyed the educational style of
Iwakura kindergarten, which taught modesty and charm-
ing behaviour to our small daughter. However, I still
worked very hard, and had little time to visit all the famous
monuments. Once my wife complained that we had
visited Ginkakuji Temple and never seen Kinkakuji Tem-
ple. “We can see it during our next stay here’—I
answered. She was more than surprised—“What makes
you think we will come back to Japan again?” “We will be
back all right! The Japanese never forget devoted work”.
My wife must really have thought I was overworked.

Since hard work results in success, I was nominated
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for a Max-Planck Gesellschaft Fellowship. I never forgot
Japan nor did Japan forget me during our stay in Stutt-
gart. Before finishing the Max-Planck Fellowship, I
received a latter with an invitation to the Government In-
dustrial Research Institute in Osaka as STA fellow. We
decided to take this opportunity and return to Japan in
March 1990. I cannot describe how moved I was when I
again shook hands with Prof. Miura, soon after my arrival
in Japan. Guess what happened then? Then I went with
my family to visit Kinkakuji Temple!

Later, I met many more excellent researchers, attend-
ed prestigious conferences, worked as Research Associate
at Toyohashi University of Technology, and was accepted
as the first foreign Associate Professor by Nagoya In-
stitute of Technology--- but all this new life started here,
at Kyoto University. All that has followed based on the ex-
perience I obtained there.
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The 5th JSPS-VCC Seminar
on Integrated Engineering

Yoshiki CHUJO

Professor

Division of Polymer Chemistry

Program Leader, JSPS Exchange Program
on Integrated Engineering

The 5th JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science) — VCC (Vice-Chancellors’ Council Malaysia)
Seminar on Integrated Engineering was held on the 12th—14
th of December, 1994 at the Puteri Pan Pacific Hotel in
Johor Bahru, Malaysia. Johor Bahru is located near the
borderline between Malaysia and Singapore. This
seminar is biennially held to promote joint research pro-
grams and to publicize the results obtained within the
“JSPS-VCC Scientific Exchange Program on Integrated
Engineering”. As Professor Hisanobu Ogoshi (Coor-
dinator) described in the preceding issue of this news-
letter, the Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University is a
core university for this program, which was established
in 1984. The 1st JSPS-VCC Seminar on Integrated
Engineering was held at USM (Universiti Sains Malaysia)
in Penang, Malaysia in 1986, the 2nd one in Kyoto, 1988,
the 3rd one at UM (Universiti Malaya) in Kuala Lumpur in
1990, and the 4th one in Kyoto again in 1992.

The 5th seminar consisted of 6 special lectures, 17 in-
vited lectures, and 50 contributed papers. From the
Japanese side, Professor Shozo Takahashi (Faculty of
Agriculture, Kyoto University) gave a special lecture on
“Chemical Communication in Insects.” Professor Iwane
Kimura, Chairman of the Committee for Academic Ex-
change of Kyoto University, also gave a talk about “Inter-
national Activities in Kyoto University and the Faculty of
Engineering.” Invited lectures and contributed papers

were presented in the following three parallel sessions: (i)
Chemistry/Chemical Engineering, (i) Mechanical/Elec-
trical/Civil Engineering, and (iii) Biology/Biotechnology.
All 17 invited lectures were given by Japanese professors, 6 from
the Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University.

Aa a working committee, UTM (Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia) took care of this seminar, which was very suc-
cessful. Indeed, active and fruitful discussions were per-
formed in each session. This seminar also provided a
good opportunity for young scientists, especially those
from Malaysian universities, to report their results obtain-
ed in this program. In total, 101 scientists participated in
this seminar. Among them, 30 participants visited
Malaysia from Japan; 22 were from Kyoto University, in-
cluding Professor Yoshikazu Nishikawa (Dean of the Facul-
ty of Engineering). It should be noted here that some
papers were presented from Singapore. This fact may in-
itiate a future seminar between Japan and Singapore under
“JSPS-NUS (National University of Singapore) Exchange
Program on Integrated Engineering”.

All Japanese participants left Johor Bahru with feel-
ing of great satisfaction, and also with a little pleasant
fatigue. The 6th seminar is planned to be held in Japan in
1996.
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