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Primary School English Teacher Training Program
in Taiwan

BEH Siew—Kee

This paper examines the current situation of Taiwan's primary school English teacher
training program. Primary school homeroom teachers there used to teach all subjects.
In the academic year 2001, English became a required subject in primary schools.
Besides adding a Teaching English to Children program in the current teacher training
program, the Ministry of Education has also started an urgent Primary English teacher
training program. Thus English in Taiwan is being taught by specially trained teachers.
However, not all of these teachers have the chance to teach in primary schools. Because
primary schools have the authority to hire teachers, they usually prefer to train their
own instead of hiring new ones. Furthermore, most English teachers tend to work in
the metropolitan areas. Thus, the problem of the discrepancy between cities and rural
locales has become severe. Country schools have a great demand for English teachers.
To solve this problem, county governments have implemented diverse methods, such as
hiring native speakers, setting up a post-bachelor program, developing a second-skill
training program, and encouraging teachers to take the English proficiency test. After
reviewing the problems in Taiwan, it is to be hoped that this paper will make a positive

contribution to the primary school English education in Japan.
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