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INTRAVESICAL RECURRENCE OF SMALL CELL CARCINOMA
OF THE URETER : A CASE REPORT
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A 63-year-old man who presented with asymptomatic gross hematuria was referred to our hospital.
Left ureteral tumor (cT3NOMO) was diagnosed and left nephroureterectomy was performed. Pathological
examination revealed urothelial carcinoma and small cell carcinoma with local invasion (pT3). The patient
was treated with three cycles of adjuvant chemotherapy with gemcitabine and cisplatin.  Three months after
the chemotherapy, cystoscopy showed an intravesical recurrence of the tumor. Transurethral resection was
performed and histopathological examination revealed small cell carcinoma (pT1). We recommended a
cystectomy and neoadjuvant chemotherapy with etoposide and carboplatin according to the standard care of
small cell carcinoma of bladder. However, the patient refused to undergo cystectomy and desired to
preserve his bladder. Therefore, after two cycles of chemotherapy with etoposide and carboplatin,
transurethral resection was performed to examine the presence of the residual tumor instead of immediate
cystectomy. Because of no residual tumor, another two cycles of chemotherapy were added instead of a
cystectomy. There is no evidence of recurrence seven months after the chemotherapy.

(Hinyokika Kiyo 62 : 93-97, 2016)
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Fig. 2. Retrograde pyelography of the
showed a filling defect (arrow).

-

left ureter
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Fig. 3. a: Macroscopic findings of the surgical specimen. A white and nodular tumor could be seen in the ureter.
Reddish villous lesion could be seen around the tumor. b : Microscopic appearance of the tumor.  Small
cell carcinoma (white arrows) and urothelial carcinoma (black arrows) were found (HE stain, X 12.5). c:
Microscopic findings showing histology of small cell carcinoma (HE stain, % 200). d: Microscopic
findings showing histology of urothelial carcinoma (HE stain, x 200).
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Fig. 4. Cystoscopy showed a broad-based tumor,
located on the bladder neck.
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Fig. 5. Microscopic findings showing histology of
small cell carcinoma characterized by cells
with a high nuclear-to-cytoplasmatic ratio

(HE stain, x200).
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Table 1. Reported cases of intravesical recurrence of small cell carcinoma of the ureter
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SCC: small cell carcinoma, UC: urothelial carcinoma, GC: gemcitabine-cisplatin, CPT-11: irinotecan, CBDCA : carboplatin, ETP:

etoposide, NED : no evidence of disease.
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