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Following the latest revision of “the model core curriculum in undergraduate medical
education in Japan” in 2016, cultural anthropological education has been introduced in medical
training in Japan. The model core curriculum proposes to put anthropological findings to practical
use in medicine. Cultural anthropologists in Japan are faced with the problem of how they might
take on an active role in medical education.

I have already engaged in anthropological and ethical education in a medical university for
5 years and conducted a “Conference on Clinical Ethics” in a university hospital. In this article,
I analyze the style and the characteristics of medical education in Japan and discuss the aims and
methods of incorporating anthropological education in medical education. Through introducing
a case study of the “Conference on Clinical Ethics” and a trial of joint classes with a clinician
employing the conference method, I suggest that it is important for cultural anthropologists to
demonstrate the importance of thinking based on “value rationality” in medical practice and
education where “means-end rationality” is dominant.

Introducing cultural anthropological thinking in medical education will bring not only new
perspectives in medical practice but also the opportunity for cultural anthropologists to rethink the

position of anthropological knowledge in cross-disciplinary study and education.



