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Summary

Characteristics of Eastern Himalaya as a High Altitude Civilization
from a Viewpoint of Agricultural Systems

Kazuo Ando

Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

Eastern Himalaya is the geographic area of Brahmaputra River System, where the mountains exist along the
belt from west to east between Mt. Kanchenjunga and Mt. Hkakaborazi in Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh and
Myanmar. This essay discusses the characteristics of Eastern Himalaya by the following points such as Shifting
cultivation, Wet rice cultivation of humid monsoon Agriculture, Monpa plough and Winter pasturing in forest. The
society of Monpa is reported as a case of concrete field study on Eastern Himalaya societies. It illustrates that
Eastern Himalaya having characteristics of a unity as an area can be “a unit of civilization” forming High Altitude

Civilization.
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